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Finally, a term without any remote learning! It has been excellent to have
our students back on-site full time for all of 2022 thus far. It has been a
slow process but our students are gradually getting used to being back in
a formal education environment full-time. This is completely
understandable after a very disjointed 2 years.
Being back on-site has presented our students with so many more
learning opportunities, examples of this are evident on an almost daily
basis. We are very pleased that extra-curricular activities are back on the
agenda and are running more frequently. Our Years 5 and 6 students
have been able to regularly participate in Inter-School Sports, we
conducted both our Junior and Middle/Senior Athletics carnivals,
Harmony Day activities, Middle-School debating, Year 10 Building
Bridges, the Year 11 retreat was a success and we also had the Years 2-5
Swimming program + many other excursions and incursions. This creates
a much better balance in learning opportunities and experiences being
provided to our students.
Many other school events have also taken place. It was a pleasure to
assist in determining our 2022 Scholarship recipients throughout
February. The College also conducted our Parent Information Sessions
(online) in February and our recent Parent Teacher Interviews were quite
well attended. Thank you to all of the parents who have transitioned over
with us to using Compass. New features are being opened all the time
and moving forward this has great potential to expand on information
being provided to parents/carers.

ACTING PRINCIPAL REPORT

Mr Tim Campbell

On a personal note it was great to be able to work with a number of Year 3-6 students after school throughout Term
1 completing some basketball training/coaching. It was great to see students achieve growth and improvement in
this area. I look forward to running similar programs in Term 3 and 4.

Tim Campbell
Acting Principal

VICE PRINCIPAL (CURRICULUM) REPORT

Dr Mohsen Khalife

Thank you to all our students, parents and staff for a wonderful first term that was the least impacted by
COVID over the past two years.
In Term 1, Parent-Teacher interviews were a great success. Bookings were open to parents in early March.
The communication of the scope, process and expectations through e-communication and SMS messages
resulted in an exponential increase in parent participation. Families who may have missed meeting their
child’s teachers are encouraged to contact the relevant teachers by email. Thank you to all staff for their
welcoming approach and embracing high expectations.
The After-School Homework Program (Year 3-10) gained momentum with around 35 students enjoying
extra assistance. The After-School Homework Program ran two afternoons per week, Tuesday and
Thursday 3:30-4:30pm. Well done to the teachers who have made this program possible. A big thank you
to School Executive who invested significant resources into this program. The program will be reviewed in
Term 2 and a more focussed program will commence in Term 3.
Congratulations to all those who have competed in sports during Term 1, particularly those who have been
successful in getting through to the next round of their events. The enthusiasm and excitement around the
Junior School Athletics Day and Senior/Middle School Athletics Day was amazing. I congratulate David
Tudor and all staff and participants for the success of these days.
NAPLAN & ICT provision, The National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN): Year 3, Year
5, Year 7 and 9 NAPLAN Tests are scheduled between 10 May and 18 May. In preparation for NAPLAN,
students have been practicing the desired skills with their teachers. Semester 1 examinations (Years 7-12)
are scheduled in Week 7 of Term 2, commencing 6th June and additional information on these exams and
semester reporting will be communicated to you.
Dr Mohsen Khalifé
Vice Principal (Curriculum)

HEAD OF JUNIOR SCHOOL

Ms Hulya Ucler

Dear Parents/Carers and Students,
We have made an amazing start to the 2022 school year. It has been great to have students and teachers
on site without having any remote learning! We are getting back into some of our usual activities, learning,
incursions, excursions and special days. It’s been great to see the joy in students faces when taking part in
some of the experiences they’ve had to miss out on in the last two years.
We’ve all had a difficult couple of years, and our staff are doing so much to ensure that any gaps in
learning are being catered for. We’ve noticed in and out of the classroom that students have fallen behind
in their emotional literacy, understanding others and feeling empathy towards them. Our Junior School
teachers are attempting to teach some of these skills essential in communicating effectively, explicitly both
in Health classes as well as in other areas; these skills are essential in getting along in the playground and in
the classroom. Teachers are working towards understanding the students, the behaviours presented, and
assisting with the emotions and the social difficulties which the students may be encountering. Parents and
families support in this area is essential for any improvement and development to occur.
Our Year 3 and 5 teachers have been working with students in preparation for NAPLAN, where students
have had the opportunity to work on NAPLAN style questions, as well as practising using technology to
conduct the assessment. The NAPLAN assessments will be conducted in Term 2 during May. If you have
any concerns or questions about your child sitting the NAPLAN, please feel free to contact me on my email
below.
Our Year 2 students thoroughly enjoyed their incursion with Wildlife Xposure. They had the opportunity to
learn about, hold, touch and pat some Australian animals. It was such a joy to see how they struggled to
contain their excitement during the incursion.

We were so lucky with the rain being on and off to run our Year 2 – 5 Athletics Day in Term 1. Students,
teachers and the parents that came along had a lovely day cheering each other along. Our parents did an
amazing job with tug of war, where they beat our staff! Great job mums!

We have an exciting Term Two coming up again filled with a variety of learning opportunities and
preparations for our Junior School Concert at the end of Term Three. Our Rhythm and Movement sessions
will start next term to assist our concert preparations. Auditions for
the roles will be advertised early in Term 2 for our Year 5 students,
so be on the lookout for
information that will be
coming out in relation to
this.
I hope everyone had a
safe term break and a
blessed and peaceful
Ramadan full of
abundance.
Ms. Hulya Ucler
Head of Junior School

HARMONY
HARMONY DAY
DAY 2022
2022
Harmony Day was a fantastic celebration of the diversity and unity of so many cultures at Mt Hira College.
We celebrated the day with an Aboriginal Welcome to Country, Smoking Ceremony and Didgeridoo playing
by Uncle Shane Charles.

On the synthetic court we held a series of performances including the highly entertaining African drum and
dance group, Melbourne Djembe, a traditional Turkish dance led by Serdar Eroglu and an amazing
performance by Year 11 Core Leader Muazzam Abbas.

HARMONY DAY 2022

HARMONY DAY 2022
Excerpt from School Captain Akram Broury’s
speech summed up the day well
“At Mt Hira, we embody the harmonious nature
of Harmony Day. From so many different
backgrounds and countries we come and share
our school together. One way or another, no
matter our religion or the colour of our skin, we all
have an intrinsic need to be better individuals
and believe in moral principles that makes us not
only better people but also better students. This
intrinsic need is one that should occur more
naturally for us as Muslims. As many of us would
recall from the last sermon before the Prophets
Muhammad’s death Pbuh. “An Arab has no
superiority over a non-Arab nor a non-Arab has
any superiority over an Arab, A white person has
no superiority over a black person, and a black
person has no superiority over a white person
except by piety and good action”
We, as Mt Hira students make Harmony Day what
it really is.
Students celebrated by wearing their cultural
dress and looked amazing! The students’ gold
coin donations were given to Givit, a local charity
helping those in need.

HEAD OF MIDDLE SCHOOL

Mr Serdar Eroglu

Dear Parents and Guardians,
What an incredibly exciting and eventful term! Both students and staff worked extremely hard throughout
Term 1 and I would personally like to take the opportunity to thank all students, teachers and parents for
their efforts over the last 10 weeks. Term 1 was all about getting back into the rhythm of face to face
learning. However, Term Two will focus on our College Value of Responsibility. Students will be asked to
focus on developing the College Value of Responsibility throughout the term as our
core value of Responsibility will provide an excellent foundation for organisation and
learning.
Amongst the exciting things to emerge this year, we have a brand-new sustainability
group which is made up of students from Years 6-9. The sustainability group will
focus on developing our existing garden while hopefully adding in some
improvements throughout the year. The group was lucky enough to participate in
the Student Sustainability Summit which took place in Springvale. I cannot wait to
share our amazing achievements with the community.
We were fortunate enough to
celebrate our Middle
School/Senior School Athletics
Carnival early in Term 1. The day was an absolute blast
and all the students gave it their best shot. I
encourage all students to participate in any upcoming
sporting events as it helps build resilience, team skills
and can help improve your social, emotional and
physical wellbeing.
To tie it all together, I have been running a Volleyball program with my Year 10 team which I would like to
extend to Middle School. If you are interested in participating in Volleyball Training on Monday and Friday
each week, please let me know and I can add you to the list.
I hope you all had a restful break and returned to school with a big smile!
Serdar Eroglu
Head of Middle School

HEAD OF SENIOR SCHOOL

Mr Jack Franklin

Dear Mt Hira Community,
Term 1 was an extremely busy but rewarding time for Senior School. We have welcomed our new cohort of
students with our 2022 Year Ten cohort, with many of these students completing an early start VCE
subject. In order to help students deal with the jump in expectations between Year 9 and Year 10, the
College organised for Elevate Education to run a dedicated session focused on study skills and tips related
to schoolwork. The students enjoyed this session and reported that it was extremely useful.
Our Year 11 students have just embarked on their first full year of VCE. Part of this journey includes the
Year 11 Retreat, where students attended Allambee Camp for four days to complete study sessions, team
building activities and fun activities such as Trivia Night.
The following account of the retreat was written by Muazzam Abbas:
Last week the Year 11 cohort went to Allambee camp for the 2022 VCE retreat. On arrival, we
were greeted with smiling faces and warm welcomes. Once we were settled, we participated in
many fun-filled activities including a giant swing, flying fox, vertical play pen, night bushwalk and
a campfire. Our study sessions allowed us to keep in the loop with school and the seminars
conducted by Br Samir and Elevate study left us both laughing and inspired. My personal highlight
of the whole trip was getting to form new friendships with people and getting to beat Mr Franklin
in many games of volleyball.
A huge thank you to Ms Amanulla, Ms Barbalace, Br Samir and Mr Franklin for organising this
amazing camp! Another huge thanks to the staff of Allambee camp for hosting us!

Last but not least, our 2022 Year 12 cohort have settled well into the final year of their schooling. While
some students found Term 1 challenging and a bit stressful, we have also enjoyed a lot of good times and
laughs, and this included our communal breakfast in Term 1. To the Year 12’s, take time to reflect on your
approach to your studies in Term 1 and to figure out what worked well for you so you can continue these
habits in Term 2, but also think about what you could improve upon to make your studies easier and to
help you reach your potential.
I hope everyone had a safe and restful term break.
Mr. Jack Franklin
Head of Senior School

VCE VET

Miss Sarah Baeffel

Students were busy furthering their skills in VET Hospitality and Business in VCE Year 11 and 12 in Term 1.

VCE VET Hospitality
The Year 11 students have developed their understanding of Safety in the
Workplace and gained their Food Handlers Certificate in Term 1. They have also been busy developing the
skills needed to work in LaCafe and are happy to take on extra shifts when needed. This enthusiasm and
motivation is fantastic to see!

Year 12 students
started the year
completing a
unit on serving
non-alcoholic
beverages. They
learned to
create a whole
range of drinks from Frappes to Spiders, Green Smoothies to Mocktails.
Lucky for the teachers they were able to sample these impressive creations
with our Summer Sips program.
Students have taken their roles in LaCafe in
their stride in 2022. Our Year 12 students are
now the Managers and are mentoring the
new students, teaching them exemplary
customer service skills, how to operate the
register and how to make the perfect coffee.
The teachers have been thoroughly
impressed with the service and standard of
the coffees.

La Café also ran a free hot drink Wednesday on behalf of the Executive
Committee to recognise teacher’s tireless hard work and contributions to their
school in Term 1. It has been a challenging term with COVID isolations, teacher
shortages and return to normality after 2 years of lockdown. Thank you to all the
teachers at Mt Hira and the Executive Committee for their recognition.

VCE VET Business
The Year 11 VET Business students have been busy analysing Workplace Health and Safety and also
completed a unit on Sustainability that will culminate in an excursion to Myuna farm at the beginning of
Term 2. They completed a major project which was a Waste Audit that enabled them to review their
current practice and identify ways they can operate more sustainably.
After also completing the WHS unit, the Year 12 class have been busy looking at how to structure and
organise their workload. This includes such things as organising personal work schedules and to monitor
and obtain feedback on work practices which will be great for when they get out into the workforce.
Advantages of studying a VCE VET Subject
•
•
•
•

Receive BOTH your VCE certificate and a Nationally Recognised Vocational Certificate
A more hands-on, experiential way of learning that gives the students current workplace skills
The ability to study subjects that interest you and you will excel in
Create an alternative pathway to university

Worried about some things you have heard about VET? Click on the link to bust some common myths
about VET: https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/studentguides/getvet/Pages/VETMythsVersusFacts.aspx
Want to know more? GET VET on the VCAA website is a fantastic resource and a great source of
information to see if VET could be for you too! Here are some introductory videos
• https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/studentguides/getvet/Pages/Index.aspx
• https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/studentguides/getvet/Pages/HearWhatVETTeachersSay.aspx
Please forward any enquiries to:
sbaeffel@mthira.vic.edu.au
Sarah Baeffel
VET Coordinator

GRIP LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE
Mt Hira College has given the opportunity
for the 2022 College Captains to attend a
seminar at the Melbourne Exhibition Centre
and learn about how we can be better
leaders for our school and tackle our school
issues to the best of our ability. At the event,
we were told many interesting stories that
related to leadership and did many
activities with other schools that enabled us
to exercise our leadership abilities. We also
learnt how to be better public speakers and
how to construct a speech related to a
particular audience. Overall, it was a great
experience and would recommend the
future captains to attend this seminar if
given the opportunity.
By Akram Broury – School Captain

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY

The College celebrated International
Women’s Day 2022 with the teachers
wearing a touch of purple. Gold coin
donations were made to a local women’s
shelter. Thanks to all students that
contributed and a special thank you to the
Year 9 girls and Arabic classes that made
posters to display around the school.

