Dr Toni Pikos-Sallie

OCTOBER
MONDAY 4TH: Term 4
Starts

NOVEMBER
FRIDAY 26TH: Yr. 12
Graduation Ceremony

DECEMBER
MONDAY 6TH: Last Day
(Yr. 6‐11)

FRIDAY 10TH: Term 4
Ends

As‐Salaamu Alaykum & Greetings!
Dear Parents/Carers & Community Members,
There is no doubt that Term 3, 2021 might have been the toughest term
this year. For a time, the lockdowns looked like they were never going
to end. However, I am extremely proud of our students, parents/carers
and staff for hanging in there and getting through this really challenging
time masha Allah. Our Year 12 students are to be particularly
commended, as they faced disruption and uncertainty in both years of
their VCE studies!
Despite the restrictions and challenges, our staff and parents worked
together to make some memorable moments this term. Most notably
we had our annual Hajj Simulation at the beginning of term. A big thank
you to Mr Muhammed Sezgin and our Religious Education department
for running this event which aims to give students a real‐life taste of the
Hajj / Pilgrimage experience. Students visited all the stations and went
through the rituals that constitute the fifth pillar of Islam – the Hajj.
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I was particularly impressed with our Hajj customs
officials who checked our passports and did security
checks on entry.
Well done to all our students and staff who participated
in this event!

During the Term 3 lockdown, our
Health and Physical Education
Domain ran a ‘Trick Shot’ competition. Our students across all year levels had a lot of fun testing out and
recording their trick shots. The two talented winners of this competition were Kivanc Oz in 2M and Layla
Quinn in 8H! A big thank you to our HPE Domain for taking the initiative to run this competition.
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During the lockdowns, our onsite staff and I also had the pleasure of supervising our students whose parents
are essential workers. They brightened our otherwise quiet classrooms and playgrounds with their presence.
On 15 July, my day was seriously brightened when a special little visitor Zara Cajic from Foundation asked to
speak with the Principal. Zara inquisitively explored my office, made great conversation and kindly helped
me consume this lovely ‘thank you’ biscuit. Thank you Zara!!
Again, a massive thank you to all our students, parents/carers and staff for your ongoing resilience and
support during our most challenging term!
Kind regards,

Dr Toni Pikos‐Sallie
College Principal

VICE PRINCIPAL’S REPORT

Mr Tim Campbell

Dear Parents, carers and students,
This newsletter entry is a particularly challenging one to write. The unprecedented nature of having lived
through over 200 days of lockdown in Victoria has clearly impacted on all of us in so many ways. There is
no doubt that every member of the school community has been tested by yet another extended lockdown.
Despite this, as a College we still experience constant positive feedback regarding student growth and
achievement. For those attending on‐site supervision we get to see them enjoying their learning and being
able to engage in some socialising with their peers. I’m very proud of the efforts of all of our students,
parents and staff as we try to get the best out of a very unfortunate situation. I pray for the continued
good health of all of our community members and their extended families.
My biggest hope for each and every person affiliated with the College at the moment is that we are taking
steps to look after our own health and wellbeing. Remote learning requires additional screen time for
our students and this becomes very difficult to avoid. Teaching staff are constantly reminding our students
of some of the little things that they can do to maintain their physical, mental and social health. Examples
of this are engaging with family members and having genuine conversations, getting exercise, spending
plenty of time outdoors (particularly as the weather gets better), maintaining routines and structure
(particularly around sleeping times) and having a well‐balanced diet. We have tried to proactively support
this through adjusting our assessment expectations, shortening classes and including wellbeing
initiatives (such as Feel Good Fridays where students have the afternoon free of timetabled classes to
focus on activities that will benefit their well‐being) and College themed days.
If additional support is required for our students then
please get in contact with the College. The challenges all
of our students are facing are very unique and we want
to put as many steps in place to support our students,
understanding that everyone responds differently to
each situation and that some individuals may need more
understanding or help than others. My heart goes out
to all of our students but particularly our Year Twelve
cohort who have had as much time spent learning from
home as they have learning on‐site during their VCE
experience.
We look very forward to (hopefully) having our students back on‐site to commence Term Four. We
understand the disruptions students have endured because of these extended periods of remote learning
and we continue to marvel at the resilience that they show in the face of all the current challenges. I do
believe it is even more important than ever that our students make the most of the upcoming school
holiday period. Having less screen time, spending increased time outdoors and doing lots of activities that
create happiness may never have been more important. Everyone needs to refresh and recharge for Term
Four, a term that will hopefully allow students on‐site and for the first time in 18 months be free of remote
learning (once everyone returns).
Tim Campbell
Vice‐Principal (Administration)

HEAD OF SENIOR SCHOOL REPORT

Mr Jack Franklin

Dear Students, Parents and Guardians,
I hope that everyone is doing well during this time. Unfortunately, the majority of classes for Term Three
have been conducted remotely. While remote learning is not ideal, on a positive note I have been really
impressed with the resilience and dedication of our VCE students and staff. The focus and effort that our
Year Twelve cohort has demonstrated during this time is nothing short of remarkable. Students have
adapted well to remote learning and have been completing a lot of additional work to prepare themselves
for SAC tasks. My message to our VCE cohort is to keep up the hard work, you are all so close to the finish
line and you have all proven that you can succeed in the face of adversity. With September holidays
approaching you will have an opportunity to take some well‐deserved time for yourself and should ensure
that you give yourself a short break from schoolwork and revision. In addition to taking some time for
yourself and wellbeing, these upcoming holidays provide an excellent opportunity for students to finalise
their revision notes for each subject and begin completing practice examinations and examination
questions.
With the traditional Work Experience Program unable to run again in 2021 due to COVID‐19 restrictions,
the College implemented a new Virtual Job Experience in lieu of this program. During Week Eight students
in Year Ten choose a desired career path (E.G. construction, policing, nursing, etc.) and then completed an
online program designed to introduce them to the day to day operations and demands of their chosen
path. Below is Aleena Abili’s recount of her Virtual Job Experience:
“Last week the Year Ten Students had virtual work experience. We chose between a few different careers
that we wanted to do virtual work experience on. Some of the options that we had were nursing,
psychology, policing, engineering, law and a few others. The career that I chose was psychology. I found it
interesting because I got to learn about stress and what causes it as well as conditioning which is a
behavioural mechanism on how we react to certain things. Overall, virtual work experience was a good
alternative to normal work experience since we are in lockdown.”
I would just like to finish this piece by offering support to our community. If students or their families need
help during this time, please do not hesitate to reach out to me and we will do everything we can to
provide support during this difficult time.
Kind regards,
Jack Franklin
Head of Senior School

HEAD OF MIDDLE SCHOOL REPORT

Mr Serdar Eroglu

Dear Parents and Guardians,
It's hard to believe that there is one Term of school left before the summer break at the end of the year.
Students had a busy start to the term which continued to keep students occupied online via distance
education. As a result of the latest lockdown, Middle School students have missed the opportunity to
display their athletic skills in sports as Futsal, Basketball and AFL throughout the Term. We pray that the
sports are simply postponed to a later date and have not been cancelled. Having said that, there is still ample
opportunity for students to participate in the GDD athletics carnival which should be taking place in Term
4. In the meantime, students were given the opportunity to participate in the College’s Trick Shot Challenge.
Students were asked to submit a recording of themselves performing a trick shot where they would be given
the opportunity to win a $100 Rebel Sports gift voucher. I would like to thank all the students who were
involved in the competition and encourage you to continue participating in upcoming events.
Parents will be updated on the status of the Year 9 camp, which is due to take place on Monday 25th of
October, with the students expected to return on Wednesday 27th of October. Indemnity forms will be
provided to students in the upcoming weeks. We will keep you informed, and once the forms have been
distributed, please return them at your earliest convenience. Camps play an important part of a child’s
development at school. We highly encourage students to participate in camping events so they can maximise
their learning and develop their interpersonal and problem‐solving skills. All camps at Mt Hira College have
an emphasis on building trust and respect between peers and teachers. Whilst at camp, students will
complete their five obligatory prayers each day. Alongside this, they will also complete a large selection of
activities. All the chosen campsites will also cater for the dietary needs of our students, as well as separate
accommodation for both male and female students.
Feel Good Friday is a wellbeing initiative which focuses on enhancing student wellbeing by providing them
with a half day on Friday’s. This will give them an opportunity to complete some fun activities away from a
screen. This is one of the many wellbeing initiatives the College is working on to enhance the
emotional, spiritual and physical wellbeing of our students. If you have any suggestions please do not
hesitate to contact me.
I hope that the exciting activities that have been organised for Term 4 are able to run. If there are any
changes to the upcoming events they will be communicated with parents and carers. As always, the College
is here to support our students however necessary.
Regards.
Serdar Eroglu
Head of Middle School

HEAD OF RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS REPORT

Mr Muhammed Sezgin

Assalamu Alaikum Warahmatullahi Wabarakatuhu,
Esteemed Parents/Carers and Students,
Allah (s.w.t) mentions in Surah Al‐Inshirah:
“Then truly with hardship there is ease; surely with hardship there will be ease.” Inshirah/5‐6
The College community was saddened to hear that the burning down of forests, and the loss of innocent
animals in Turkey mainly in the West province deeply saddened us. But we know and believe that there is
no challenge that we cannot overcome as long as we unite around the values that make us “us”. There are
responsibilities that fall upon every one of us, just like the ant that ran to put out the fire into which the
Prophet Ibrahim (as) was thrown.

HEAD OF RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS REPORT

Mr Muhammed Sezgin

With the help of your support to the Turkey Firefighter and Bushfires Appeal, we have raised a total of
$2,000. May Allah reward you all. I would like to take this opportunity to wish the mercy of Allah the
Almighty (swt) on those who have lost their lives in disasters, particularly in fires, and speedy recovery for
those who have been injured. May our Lord Almighty (swt) facilitate those who have been risking their
lives in the fight against disasters, and be their helper. Amin.

In Term Three, Mt Hira College Early Learning Centre Kindergarten students attended a Mosque Tour to
understand the Islamic faith and its values. We would like to sincerely thank Abdurrahman Sahin Hoca for
hosting the event. During this Term, the annual Mt Hira College Hajj Simulation took place in the College
Gymnasium where the Year Seven students hosted the event. Students from Foundation to Year Six had
the opportunity to experience the acts of worship required during Hajj. The students gained an
understanding of the first revelation revealed to Prophet Muhammad (p.b.u.h) which is IQRA‐READ. The
following were some of the stations that formed the Hajj Simulation circuit. Police Customs ‐ Passport
control, Introduction to Arabia, Preparation Hajj Kit ‐ what items are needed during Hajj, Kaaba cloth from
Mecca, Kaaba maquette, Safa and Marwa, Arafat, Muzdalifah, Mina, Jamarat, Sacrifice, the serving of
Zamzam water.
We thank Allah for the blessings He has given us and pray the current conditions ease for everyone around
the world.
Mr. Muhammed Sezgin
Head of Religious Affairs/RE Domain Leader

ENGLISH DOMAIN LEADER REPORT

Ms Megan Barling

Dear Parents and Guardians,
Unfortunately, most of Term Three has been impacted by remote learning. However, the English Domain
would like to commend so many of our students for persisting during difficult times and attempting to
remain positive.
Our Year 10 English students were fortunate to be able to attend an excursion, at the beginning of Term
Three, to the Jewish Holocaust Museum.
Students participated in a presentation and were fortunate to meet a Holocaust survivor, who told their real‐
life story of survival. They were also able to investigate different aspects of the Holocaust.
During Term Two, Year Six and Year Seven have continued to participate in a literacy program called
‘Accelerated Reader,’ in which they read books and quiz on them to receive points. Once back on site, the
following students will receive the following reading awards for Term Two:
6M – Rehana Rasimi (for quizzing on 24 books during Term Two)
6T – Maheen Fahim (for being the most improved reader, 5 books read)
7M – Aydin Besic (for achieving 145 reading points ‐ four times his points target)
7T – Ahu Savas (for reading two very challenging novels)
7H – Ishabatool Gulzari (for reading 32 books, 1,410,799 words)
Ishabatool Gulzari (7H) and Aydin Besic (7M) should also be commended as both students have read in
excess of 1,000,000 words during the 2021 school year.
During Term Three, the Year Nine Debating Team, run by Ms. Rahma Amanulla, participated in their first
debating final. Year Nine students Zeid Mohamed, Sofia Khan and Ibraheem Munshi participated in this
event remotely, against Haileybury College and were unfortunately defeated by a very small margin.

Ms. Rahma Amanulla and her Year 9 debating students should be commended for their efforts in preparing
for and participating in these debates remotely. We are all very proud of their achievements thus far.
Ms Megan Barling
English Domain Leader

MATHEMATICS DOMAIN LEADER REPORT

Mr Jack Franklin

During remote learning, Year Six students have actively engaged in the use of digital programs to learn key
mathematical skills. Through the use of MyEdOnline, videos, Mathletics and Kahoot our students have
done excellently in sharpening their understanding of Volume, capacity, 3D shapes, number planes and co‐
ordinates. We are so proud of the engagement of Year Six in Math during these tough times!
This term in Year Seven students have been exploring the topic Fractions. Students have worked on finding
equivalent fractions and have understood the concept of how to simplify a fraction. Furthermore, students
investigated the various methods of calculating addition problems involving fractions with unlike
denominators. Multiplication and division of fractions was also covered, which students grasped easily.
The Year Eight students have explored the topic of Ratios and Rates during the remote learning period.
Across the topic, students have understood the relationship between different units of measurement by
converting them from one form to another. Students have also explored ratio relationships on speed
graphs, such as distance and time (km/h).
During remote learning, Year Nine students have explored the topic of Financial Mathematics. Through
this, students have been able to understand the difference between a salary and a wage, as well as the
ways in which they can calculate their own wages if they were to attain a part time/ casual job in the near
future. Students were also able to work out how special rates operate and the ways in which they can earn
more money on weekends and public holidays. Additionally, students gained a better understanding of
how artists make money by understanding the way in which a copyright operates. Lastly, students explored
“loadings” and “bonuses” and looked at the different ways you could be granted a loading or a bonus as
well as how to calculate an individual’s pay after being granted a loading or bonus. This topic has proven to
be of great interests to students as they are easily able to see how they can apply what they learnt to real
life situations they will encounter as adults.
During Term Three Year Ten have learnt how to apply the principles of trigonometry to solving practical
problems such as calculating the height of buildings or calculating distances from bearings.
Mathematical Methods 1 & 2:
Students have learnt to sketch and analyse graphs of oscillations that can be used to create models based
on things like heart beats and temperature variation during a day. They have been working diligently
throughout the term and shown great improvement.
Specialist Mathematics 1 & 2: Students can use the description of a locus to find its rule, which
is an impressive Mathematical skill, as shown below. They will begin to apply their theories and skills to
solve some real‐life problems using Vectors.
Unit 2 General Mathematics students have been learning about Measurement and Similarity this term.
They have applied their understanding of the concept in solving area, perimeter and volume questions.
Unit 4 Further Mathematics students have completed the final Area of Study on Graphs and Relations this
term. They explored the notion of linear programming to solve complex simultaneous equations. Students
have remained dedicated during the home stretch of the subject, well done!
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Unit 4 Further Mathematics students have completed the final Area of Study on Graphs and Relations this
term. They explored the notion of linear programming to solve complex simultaneous equations. Students
have remained dedicated during the home stretch of the subject, well done!

Mathematical Methods 3 & 4 and Specialist Mathematics 3 & 4:
Students have been putting more efforts as the time of VCAA examinations is coming near. They have been
taking advantage of the additional revision classes that are run each week.
Mr Jack Franklin
Head of Senior School

SCIENCE DOMAIN LEADER REPORT

Ms Khatera Shakeri

Science Week 2021
National Science Week was held from 14th‐22nd of August 2021. It is an annual celebration of science and
technology.
This year’s theme was Food: Different by design. It honoured the United Nations International Year of
Fruits and Vegetables and the International Year of Creative
Economy for Sustainable Development.
More information can be found
on https://www.scienceweek.net.au/.
The science team had prepared and organised activities involving
students from Year 6‐12 and staff at Mt Hira. The main
events planned were:
 the Student Project Showcase (science fair) whereby student
volunteers from each class design, investigate and present their
project to invited parents and students.
 A lab coat decoration competition for staff
 Classroom activities focusing on the theme of science week
We were very excited about the planned events, however due to
remote learning we decided to keep the preparations for next
year. Instead, students from Year 6‐9 participated in online activities which involved an online escape room
about genetically modified food. Students were given 7 challenges comprising of riddles, decoding
words/the periodic table and interpreting graphs to complete in 30 minutes.
The science team is looking forward to showcasing some great projects from students, conduct hands‐on
activities in class and engage Mt Hira staff with competitions in 2022.

Big Science Competition
On Wednesday
26th May, 18 students from Year Eight and Ten participated in
the Big Science Competition, consisting of a test with
multiple‐choice questions that ran for 50‐minutes testing
science knowledge, critical‐thinking and problem‐solving
skills. Questions were set in real‐life, contemporary contexts,
making them relatable (and interesting). The questions were
designed to test each student’s ability to quickly
apply problem solving strategies under test conditions.
Students came out of the assessment room, knowing that they had
done their best and were very excited to share how they solved the problems. All students will be awarded with a
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certificate indicating their performance and achievement. I would like to congratulate the following
students for receiving participation and credit certificates.
Participation
Year Eight
Ahmed Abdikarim
Naameen Batool
Jasmine Dauti
Azra Gundogdu
Efe Karaoglu
Ensar Sadoglu
Shabahat Shahi
Salma Shalaby
Adem Efe Temel
Year Ten
Sheema Asher
Nur Zhaakirah Lokman
Abbas Razavi

Credit
Year Eight
Sarah Abubeker
Sara Adel
Safder Mir
Aden Tog‐Dheer

Year Ten
Omar Daknach
Senay Seniye Kuyt

Stile Education
Stile is an online interactive teaching platform that covers Science content from Years 5‐10. The Science
Domain has been using it extensively with the Year 7 classes since the introduction of the 1‐1 laptop
programme. It has also provided an engaging and ready‐made resource for use with other year levels
during our periods of remote learning.
Each curated lesson sequence uses a real‐world context as the basis for presenting theory and then
prompts students to recall and manipulate this newly acquired knowledge in a variety of forms. These
include multiple choice questions, written response questions and drag and drop interactives (shown
below). Teachers are able to view student responses in real time and automated feedback is provided to
students, allowing them to self‐evaluate their progress.

Ms. Jo Cole

HUMANITIES DOMAIN LEADER REPORT

Ms Rebecca Sim

On the 30th of July, the Year Sixes participated in an incursion on Market Manoeuvres. Students explored the
differences between needs and wants. They encountered opportunity cost and trade‐off situations and
learnt about the personal and societal benefits of work and trading.
Students participated in interactive games in which they purchased, produced, and sold materials and goods
to investigate the role supply, demand and government have in setting market prices.
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On 17th June, Year 8 students participated in a Medieval Incursion to complete our History unit.
Students participated in activities such as Medieval games, Tournament and Archery and learnt about the
different crimes and punishment in the medieval era.

Here are Year Twelve Legal Studies students using classroom whiteboards to work on civil law concepts.
They created questions for each other to answer in small groups. This is a great activity for kinaesthetic
learners.
Hopefully we will back to school soon for more exciting Humanities adventures.
Take care and stay safe.
Kind regards,
Rebecca Sim

VET COORDINATOR REPORT

Ms Sarah Baeffel

Year Ten’s considering subjects VET Business or VET Hospitality for VCE?
Have you considered VET? VET subjects offer a range of advantages including being:
 Hands on and interactive – a different way of studying VCE that also gives you up‐to‐date workplace
skills
 Receive BOTH your VCE certificate and a Nationally Recognised Vocational Certificate
 Also, if you don’t think you’ll get the ATAR you need, VET can give you an alternative pathway to
university
Find out more:
 Hospitality https://vimeo.com/350641551
 Business https://vimeo.com/389886598
2021 Fees
Many students have been enquiring about the fees for
enrolling in these subjects. As they are more hands‐on
and require support from our RTO iVET, they incur an
extra fee. The subject fees for 2022 have been set as
follows:
 VET Business = $100 per year
 VET Hospitality = $200 per year
News from VET Business
VET Business students have been working on creating electronic presentations by using various
presentation features and functions based on a set criteria and style guide. They are also engaging in
sustainable practices in the workplace such as performing water, energy and waste audits in order to
determine methods of reducing their usage for the benefit of society and the environment.

Credit: A section from Mustafa Ozer’s presentation showing a flair for combining and reformatting relevant
information into an interesting and easy to read PPT presentation
News from VET Hospitality
VET Hospitality students have been working hard during classes, building their customer service skills
through learning about and role‐playing different scenarios to further develop their communication skills.
This entails overcoming miscommunications and language barriers, while learning about non‐
discriminatory work practices and protocols from other cultures. They have been applying their skills and
knowledge in their shifts at La Cafe, while continually developing their real‐world skills such as working at
a Point of Sale machine, working with others to achieve common goals, and (most importantly for the
teachers

) working on making the perfect cappuccino as a barista.

HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION DOMAIN LEADER

Mr David Tudor

The Tokyo games got us all in the Olympics spirit with some excellent ‘armchair analysis’ happening during
remote learning. Teachers and students alike were enthusiastically watching and discussing
the in’s and out’s of many Olympic events. Very inspiring! During remote learning PE, the Year 6‐10
students have been learning about the anatomical make up of elite runners, swimmers and gymnasts that
participate at the Olympic level.
In Health class, the year 7’s have been focusing on nutrition. Teachers and students have been putting
their chef’s hats on during the live lessons and showcasing their favourite healthy snacks to their
classmates! Year 8 and 9 have been learning about the benefits of positive mental health. Year 10 have
been analysing the anatomy and physiology of the human body which has tied in nicely with our
investigation of elite Olympians during PE class. Lastly, the HPE domain is incredibly proud of all the VCE
HHD and VCE PE students that have been tirelessly studying during the difficult remote learning period!
The PE domain released a competition to find Mt Hira’s best trickshot! Secondary students did their best
throw, lob, kick, slide and hit to try and become Mt Hira’s best trickshot champion. After sifting through
dozens of talented and skilled entries, the most impressive trickshot was performed by Layla Quinn in
8H who made an impressive obstacle course with a ping pong ball! Congratulations to all Secondary
students that submitted entries‐ the PE team were very impressed by the skill and creativity!
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LOTE DOMAIN LEADER REPORT

Dr Samir Dorhmi

Dear Students, Parents and Carers
Term 3 is coming to an end under very special circumstances. Our students are doing remote learning. Our
focus in Term 3 was to keep motivating students to take interest in learning Arabic and Turkish
languages remotely. To engage students in learning, we had to modify the teaching/learning planning as
the students are learning online. The focus was more on interactive activities and simple tasks with on‐
going revision. In terms 1 and 2 newsletters, I shared with you four major resources we use with all
students from Foundation to Year 10. We added two more online subscriptions:
1.
2.
3.

ArabicPod101.com)
http://www.happychild.org.uk/freeway/arabic/index.htm)
http://www.happychild.org.uk/freeway/Turkish/index.htm).

In addition to these resources, we still train our students to use the Arabic and Turkish keyboards to learn
how to type and how to translate using google translator. To motivate the students, we added two units to
the planned activities in Term 3. The first one was about “Eid Al‐Adha” and the other one about the
“Olympic Games in Tokyo” for all levels in Junior, Middle and Senior schools. Students had the opportunity
to learn more vocabulary related to these units and shared some great moments during Hajj simulation
and of Australian achievements during the two‐weeks of the Olympic games in different sports and
categories. As we are striving to teach our students a second language in Mt Hira, we request the parents
to help at home as much as they can.
Message from Ms. Sebnem
30 AĞUSTOS ZAFER BAYRAMI
Year 6 to Year 9 Turkish and VCE Turkish students immersed themselves in a week of Turkish history and
language as we celebrated August 30 Celebration of Victory and the National Day in Turkey (30 AĞUSTOS
ZAFER BAYRAMI).
VCE TURKISH: The year is ending very quickly, and Term 3 is nearly finishing. The language students are the
first soldiers to face VCAA exams. This year, 3 Turkish students are going to face the oral exams on the 11th
of October. Students will sit the exam at an external venue. During the exam, the students are to bravely
walk into a private room one at a time to demonstrate their language skills in front of two examiners for 15
min. This is a most intimidating and nerve‐racking experience for them and only one chance is given.
Though we have had lots of stress throughout this year, the students have been patient and have been
working very hard with their teacher Ms. Sebnem for this moment and they are feeling mixed emotions
between concern and excitement. We wish them all the very best and we all want them to remember “You
are all great!”
Please do not hesitate to communicate with the Turkish and Arabic teachers or myself, should you have a
query or a request. We are very happy to help.
Kind Regards
Dr. Samir Dorhmi
LOTE Domain Leader

TECHNOLOGIES (YEAR 7-12) REPORT

Ms Katie Curtis & Mr Adem Sahingoz

In Term Three, Year Eight Digital Technologies students were introduced to computer programming. This
involved learning how to write code using the Python programming language. Throughout the term
they broadened their programming experiences by incorporating a variety of programming functions into
their solutions. These functions include the ‘print()’ function, the ‘input()’ function and the ‘if’ function.

Year Nine and Ten Digital Technologies students were introduced to spreadsheet concepts which involved
learning about data collection techniques (such as developing and administering
surveys), creating spreadsheet solutions, and presenting their findings using data visualisations.

TECHNOLOGIES (YEAR 7-12) REPORT
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In Year Nine Photography, students were given various photography challenges to work on while in lockdown. Some
of these included:





Landscape photography
Animal or insect photography
Black and white photography
Finding ‘naturally shaped letters’ in the environment

Samah Atmar (9T)

Juri Alodhailah (9M)

Zainab Zaaim (9T)

Adam Sahingoz – Digital Technologies

THE ARTS (YEARS 7-12) REPORT

Ms Katie Curtis, Ms Jayde Cairns & Mr Peter Davidson

The Arts
Art making and viewing allows us to process our experiences. With the ongoing effects of Covid on our
lives, art helps us to express and to understand the world around us. It can be a channel for stress
reduction and wellbeing and our Domain is so happy to be able to provide this outlet for our students.
Visual Arts
VCE Studio Arts
Our Unit 3 & 4 VCE students have shown resilience as they create their final artworks through lockdown.
They have come so far, and we are so proud of the efforts they have put in. Unit 1 & 2 students are
working on the development of their final artworks as well. They have also done so well taking their work
online.
Year Ten
In Year Ten students are studying Surrealism landscapes through graphite this semester. They have dived
headfirst into the weird and wacky art movement of surrealism to create their own bizarre landscape.
Year Ten Studio Arts Elective students have started looking into their topic of portraiture. They have
developed a great understanding of proportion through drawing and plasticine. They are currently
breaking down their skills of facial features.
Year Nine
Year Nine students have been working hard as they also look at portraiture. They have developed their
graphite drawing skills, as well as theory, looking at portraits from famous artists like Pablo Picasso,
Andy Warhol and Paul Cadden.
Year Eight
Year Eight have jumped in headfirst to their Identity unit. They have developed a great understanding of
how different artists can show identity in different ways with artists such as Frida Khalo and Indigenous
artist, Clifford Possum.
Year Seven
Year Seven have started a new topic ‘Form over Function’. They have been looking at the work of David
Hockney and taking inspiration from his photograph series called ‘Joiners’. Year Seven have done incredibly
well to take a photography unit online.
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Year Six
At school, Year Six had a great start on their Mosaic pieces. They were able to work in groups and use their
judgment to identity what colours were needed and what size tiles would look the best. They had
developed so many new skills around mosaics but unfortunately this has been put on hold until we are
back into the classroom.
While online, students have explored a variety of tasks including tessellations and even a ‘Photoshop’
challenge. Check out some of the results.

Performing Arts
Year Six
The Year six students have been learning how to play the piano, through learning the Treble and Bass
clefs they needed to be able to read sheet music. They have been working hard, learning the C major scale,
and learning the finger positions needed to play simple melodies in this key. They have been enjoyed
discovering the different sounds and settings the keyboards have to offer while they make their own
music.
Year Seven
The Year Seven Drama Technologies Class have been learning about Masks
from other cultures and how they have been used in dramatical works
through the lens of Commedia D’ell Arte. Each student chose a character to
research, and presented their presentation remotely, showing their
knowledge and presentation skills. They have been looking at narrative
structures to create a story, and working collaboratively to convert this story
into a script to be presented next term.
Jayde Cairns – Visual Arts
Katie Curtis – Visual Arts
Peter Davidson – Performing Arts
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Dear Parents/Carers and Students
I hope you are coping well with the lockdown and keeping healthy and safe. These are extra‐ordinary times
around the world, in Australia and specifically in our state Victoria. At the College we are managing the
lockdown restrictions on a daily basis, following the Health Department recommendations. We are also
making sure the wellbeing of students is a priority. Our teachers are aware that there is a need to balance
teaching/ learning and wellbeing of the students. Our two counsellors are also working hard to attend to
the students’ needs. Below is their contribution to this article.
Ms. Victoria our Junior School Counsellor
My role as a Junior School Counsellor in term 3 is to ensure effective and efficient delivery of counselling
sessions using art therapy. Throughout the lockdown period of remote learning, I offered individual and
group therapy sessions face‐to‐face to the students on campus and online through Microsoft Teams. With
the challenges and increased uncertainty associated with COVID 19, the sessions I conducted have
primarily focused on building relationships and connections; nervous system regulation; and increasing
body awareness.
Ms Rose our Secondary Counsellor
Term 3 has been challenging to the families, students and teaching staff. This allowed us to be
reflective about our circumstances. Students have felt the impact of the lockdown and are trying to
navigate its impact based on their circumstances, which proved to be hard at times. Our response had to
be creative to cater to the needs of our students. We have implemented strategies such as getting
students to do some of the following:




On the spot exercises to increase motivation and stimulate the brain.
For some Art Therapy with material left around at home, brings out their creativity and awareness.
Animal assisted Therapy for students with Anxiety.

By changing routine and placing a little fun in their lives, students are able to view their circumstances from
a different perspective. We have also encouraged our staff to take on board some of these
strategies. As for the parents, we recommend that they be gentle and kind to themselves and take the
time for self‐care.
We pray to Allah (SWT) to look after us and our community in these challenging times. Please stay safe and
healthy during the lockdown. Allah (SWT) mentions in the Qur’an “With difficulty comes ease”.
Should you need any support please remember that both our Counsellors, myself and the leadership team
members are available to you all for any support you need.
Dr. Samir Dorhmi
Head of Wellbeing

