Dr Toni Pikos-Sallie

JANUARY
MONDAY 31ST: Term 1
Starts

FEBRUARY
WEDNESDAY 9TH: College
Assemblies

Thursday 10TH: Y7‐12
Scholarship Examination
(2pm)

MARCH
MONDAY 28TH: Parent
Teacher Interviews

TUESDAY 29TH (MARCH)
TO FRIDAY 1ST (APRIL):
Y11 VCE Retreat

APRIL
SATURDAY 2ND: Ramadan
begins

FRIDAY 8TH: Term 1 Ends

As‐Salaamu Alaykum & Greetings!
Dear Parents/Carers & Community Members,
We began this year very hopeful that the pandemic of 2020 was behind us.
However, little did we know, there were plenty of tests, struggles and
hardships ahead of us. Incredibly, the school year is now over and
alhamdulillah we are starting to feel greater optimism about the future once
again. I pray the coming year is filled with ease, prosperity and blessing for
everyone.
The end of Term 4 is an important time to reflect on the lessons learned this
year, as well as to ponder everything we must be grateful for.
2021 Reflections –
We commenced this year with the loss of our dear student Tareek Quinn,
who was about to commence Year 10. Tareek has been missed dearly by his
teachers and peers, but he has certainly not been forgotten. We continue to
keep Tareek and his family in our prayers, and we pray they receive continual
blessings and rewards for their loss, patience and sacrifices.
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On Monday 6 December 2021, a special whole‐school
fundraiser initiative inspired by Tareek’s peers was held to
raise funds to build water wells in poverty and drought‐
stricken countries in Tareek’s honour. I am extremely
pleased to announce that $9,000 was raised for this cause
alhamdulillah. A massive thank you to our parents, students,
and staff for their incredible generosity. May the Almighty
reward you all!

We also cannot forget that many families faced economic hardship and other personal challenges this year.
As a community, the love, care, empathy and assistance we provide to each other, and particularly to our
most vulnerable students, is of utmost importance. These past two years have taught us the great
importance of student, staff and parent wellbeing. I am pleased to inform you about the introduction of
some new wellbeing programs this term for our Years 7‐10 students. The SPARC (small group workshops)
and JUMP (one‐to‐one mentoring) programs were run by our new Youth Worker Ms Tamar and our school
Counsellor Ms Rose. To date the programs have produced promising results and we hope to introduce more
wellbeing initiatives in 2022.
Special Events –
On 26 November 2021, we farewelled our precious Year 12 cohort
Class of 2021 with their Graduation & Awards Ceremony at Alencia
Events. The evening was enjoyed by all and was a wonderful occasion
to recognise our students’ efforts and achievements. Congratulations
Year 12!
On 3 December 2021, we also celebrated our Year 5 Graduation
Ceremony to mark the transition of our Year 5 cohort into Middle
School next year. Congratulations Year 5!
Student Achievements –
I am very pleased to announce the special achievements of some of our students this term:
Winner of the ‘Parliament Prize 2021’ Competition –
 Joman Mesleh Class 6T
Science Competition Winners –
 Mira Desovali Class FT
 Berk Bilgin Class 4M
 Ishabatool Gulzari Class 7T
2022 College Captains –
 College Captain – Akram Broury
 College Captain – Salma Diyab
 College Vice Captain – Fulin Kurt
 College Vice Captain – Meryem
Mamudov
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Principal’s Special News –
Finally, I have some special news to share with our students,
parents/carers and community members. It was a very big surprise
for me and my family to learn recently that I was expecting! You
may know that I have six children aged 5 – 24 years old and three
young grandchildren! We are looking forward to meeting the
youngest addition to our family in May 2022 insha Allah. This
means I will be taking a short maternity leave next year. Closer
to the time I will let you know the dates of my leave and return,
and who will take over my duties in my absence.
I want our parents/carers and students to know my commitment to the Mt Hira College community is for
the long‐term insha Allah. My goal, together with the help of our dedicated staff, the ongoing support and
dedication of our parents and carers, and of course with Allah’s Help and Blessings, is to make Mt Hira College
one of the best schools in Australia.
I have thoroughly enjoyed getting to know our parents and students these past two years, and watching our
students learn and grow. There is still much work to be done and I am looking forward to an exciting future
for our precious College community insha Allah.
I pray you have a wonderful and safe summer break, and I look forward to seeing you all in 2022 insha Allah!
Kind regards,

Dr Toni Pikos‐Sallie
College Principal
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Dear Parents, carers and students,
As 2021 comes to a conclusion, it’s a great time to reflect on the year that has been. The year from a Mt Hira College
perspective has been an adventure right from the beginning!
Thank you to our Junior School students; one of the best things about being a member of the College community is
the enthusiasm and motivation for life and learning that our students from Foundation‐Year Five display on a daily
basis. It has been a pleasure getting to know so many students from this sub‐school over 2021, whether it be getting
greeted on yard duty, listening to a problem that needs solving in the school yard or watching them sit attentively
listening to their classroom teachers it reminds me of why a became a teacher in the first place. A particularly big
well done to all of our Junior School students who have spent either 1 or 2 years learning at home and still arrive at
school with a smile every day, we look forward to you growing with the College as we ourselves grow.
Thank you to our Middle School students; being a middle school student can be challenging at the best of times as
individuals continue to find themselves, determine what their strengths are and what makes them most happy, but
2021 has tested the resilience of all of our students from Year Six‐Year Nine. After two years being restricted from
the social opportunities that school provides we can look forward to 2022 as a year of great promise, hopefully one
in which COVID‐19 restrictions are a thing of the past. We at the College are excited about the opportunities to
provide these students with engaging learning programs and additional extra‐curricular options next year. Well done
to all of the students who have given it everything they have got this year under the most challenging of
circumstances. 2022 will be ‘easier’ and much more fun!
Thank you to our Senior School students; like many of our other students this sub‐school has experienced two years
of learning interruptions and inconsistency, but at the worst possible time! It’s been very pleasing to see our VCE
students in particular work their way through all of the pressures that they have been challenged with. I had the
pleasure of teaching a VCE Unit 3/4 (Year 12) class and it was one of the best performed classes I have taught at the
College (in 15 years) so they act as a great example that our students can overcome even the most challenging of
hurdles. With some normality next year it will be very exciting to see what this group of students can achieve.
Thank you to our Parents and Carers; for the majority actively supporting College initiatives and being so much more
than ‘just’ parents over the last couple of years. I’ve had the experience of working from home and trying to help
educate my children through online learning at times over the last two years and it is very, very difficult even as a
trained teacher. All parents and carers deserve a massive thank you for working with your children every day and
doing what you can to support their learning. Thank you for doing your best to get you children to attend school
every day and communicating with your children to see how they are enjoying or finding their school experience.
Our College only exists because of the parent and student community and we appreciate everything you do for our
school to make it a better place.
Thanks lastly to the College Staff Members from every part of the College Team; I’ve loved returning to the College
in 2021 and it still feels like my second home after 3 years away. There has never been a more challenging 2 years to
work in a school, or to be a teacher but I’m very proud to be a member of this team and look forward to what we will
all achieve together in 2022! Thank you for your enthusiasm, dedication, willingness to take on extra work and
responsibility, acknowledgement of others and most importantly your efforts to support our students and get the
best out of them no matter what!
Looking very forward to 2022 and all of the new opportunities that it promises!
Thank you!
Tim Campbell
Vice‐Principal (Administration)
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It is hard to believe that the year is over already! Congratulations to our year 12 students on completion of
their schooling. It has been a privilege to share their Graduation ceremony this year and my best wishes to
them all for the next stage of their journeys. I would like to commend students in Year F‐11 for the manner
in which they approached and participated in the end of year and return to school in Term 4. Thank you to
all staff who prepared and conducted these classes, to ensure that all our students had the opportunity to
consolidate their learning and to have the best possible start in 2022.
Having joined the College in Term 4, I am privileged to be a part of the Mt Hira Team as I have
witnessed staff’s achievements and enthusiasm to embrace the challenges associated with teaching and
learning during an uncertain period of fluctuating COVID19 restrictions, remote learning and face‐to‐face
teaching. I would like to express my gratitude to staff, students and parents for their amazing support over
the past 10 weeks. I felt overwhelmed by the level of support I received from staff, parents and students.
I visited so many classes this term from F‐11 and am so excited that I will be back in class to teach Year 11
Specialist Mathematics next year and look forward to the challenges ahead and getting to
know all the students which will enable me to consolidate and accelerate their learning.
I thank all my colleagues for sharing their views and aspirations about the College and for the opportunity
to learn more about Mt Hira College through them. Thank you to Dr Toni‐Pikos‐Sallie for her leadership
and pursuit of excellence for Mt Hira College. Thank you to Mr Tim Campbell, Vice‐
Principal (Administration), and the Head of Sub‐Schools, Ms Hulya Ucler, Mr Serdar Eroglu, and Mr Jack
Franklin for their collegiate team approach to problem solving and continued support. Thank you to all the
Head of Domains, Teaching and ES staff for being responsive to changes and demands and for all your hard
work in Term 4. A big thank you to the canteen staff who their tremendous work during a very busy term
regardless of many interruptions.
Over the last two years, the College has invested a great deal of time, energy and planning into curriculum
development and staff professional learning which have resulted in some exemplary student
performance and shift in school culture. Thank you to Dr Toni‐Pikos Sallie, members of the College Board
of Directors, Executive and leadership team members for pursuing this investment. This year,
we further refined our curriculum documentation, implementation and evaluation processes and in Term
4 by self‐reflection. We carried out analysis of teacher judgement data from cyclic semester reports, past
and current NAPLAN data, trends in VCE median scores and this will be used to further improve our
Teaching Programs. We also conducted various curriculum audits and revisited our teaching programs to
ensure we have a guaranteed and viable curriculum. Furthermore, we implemented a classroom visitation
program (F‐12) for both our remote and face‐to‐face teaching streams to ensure our classroom
instructions are consistent with best practice. We are pleased to share with you that the College will
embrace the use of High Impact Teaching Strategies (HITS) in classrooms in 2022. The classroom
observations in Term 4 enabled us to be reflective of our instructional strategies and identify areas for
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improvement. Elsewhere, HITS are used by the Department of Education to drive school improvement
and in promoting Excellence in Teaching and Learning in classrooms. In the upcoming Curriculum Days,
opportunities for professional learning, professional development, mentoring and coaching will be made
available to staff on how to standardize our instructional practices through HITS. We will particularly focus
on promoting explicit teaching, differentiation and quality feedback to ensure inclusive education and
interventions are evidence‐based and supported by use of data.
In assessment and reporting, we are aiming to make our assessments more objective through a robust
moderation process pertaining to Year 10‐11 assessments. I would like to thank Dr Toni for her leadership
in driving these changes and I also commend Mr Jack Franklin, Head of Senior School and teachers for
embracing these changes with senior teachers during a very busy Term.
In addition to our professional learning on the use of High Impact Teaching Strategies (HITS) in classrooms,
our Curriculum Days will also include sessions on how to use data to inform teaching and the use of
multiple exposures through the use of technology to improve learning opportunities to all students. This is
particularly important as the College is moving towards BYOD in Year 7‐10 where technology will
be integrated in instructional practices to improve learning.
Despite being at the College for a single term this year, I have observed a different climate at Mt Hira
College where staff displayed high levels of professionalism, authenticity and adaptability in a
transformational period. The College will be focused on further development of this climate, through Dr
Toni, to ensure key improvement strategies are collectively embraced and celebrated.
Overall, we will be focused on collaborative approaches in curriculum and assessment and professional
learning whereby evidence‐based performance plans will be reflective of high expectations. Staff,
emerging leaders and students will be empowered to use their voice to satisfy self‐aspiration and
connectedness to school life.
I am looking forward for 2022, to work with staff, students, parents and community stakeholders to
embrace the challenges ahead.
Enjoy the festive season and have a safe and relaxing holiday.
Dr Mohsen Khalife
Vice‐Principal (Curriculum)
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Dear Students, Parents and Guardians,
Term Four has been a whirlwind for our Senior School. We began the Term with the long‐awaited return to
on campus learning. We have had a staged return to school, VCE Trial Examinations, VCE Examinations,
Year 10 & 11 Semester Two Examinations, Year 12 Graduation and Activity Day just to name a few events
from Term Four.
After nearly two years without examinations, our Year 10 and 11 students completed Semester Two
Examinations this term. Our students demonstrated a strong desire to do well in these examinations
and completed a range of revision tasks to prepare themselves for these assessments. They should be
commended for their efforts. As with anything practice makes perfect, so even if students did not get the
results they wanted in their examinations this time, this will serve as a crucial learning experience moving
forward. Students should take time to reflect on what they did well and what worked for them while
preparing for their examinations. They should also reflect on what they could do better next year in order
to improve their preparations and results. This practice and reflection will go a long way to help students
prepare for their Year 12 VCE Examinations in the future.
On the 26th of November after much uncertainty the College was able to host the 2021 Year 12 Graduation
Ceremony. It was a great pleasure to MC the evening and to have the privilege of introducing each one of
our students and to present them to the community as our newest graduates. The addition of subject
awards to the Graduation Ceremony, provided a great opportunity for the College to recognise and reward
the outstanding academic achievements of our students. The loud cheers and excitement that
accompanied the presentation of the awards, clearly demonstrated the value that students immediately
placed on these awards. Overall, the Year 12 Graduation was a great night for everyone involved and a
great way to celebrate the resilience and dedication our 2021 Year 12 cohort have demonstrated
throughout the last two years. Once again, I would like to congratulate of VCE students and particularly
our graduating class of 2021. You have finally made it! Good luck for your upcoming VCE results!
Activity Day was one of the highlights of the year. Our talented staff put on a range of fun and team
building activities including: Taskmaster, Team Challenges, Mural Creation, Board games and Tabloid
Sports. It was a great day for students and teachers alike to enjoy themselves and bond after spending so
much time communicating through screen this year. It was great to see such strong attendance from the
Senior School for this event.
I would like to thank all the students, families and teachers for their support during tough year. I would
particularly like to thank the 2021 College Captains Aleyna Karakas and Furkan Ucler, and the Vice College
Captain Ebrar Karaoglu for their dedication and hard work as captains this year. It has been a pleasure to
work with you.
Lastly, I would like to wish our students and their families a safe and enjoyable break. Please take time over
the break to enjoy our returning freedoms and make the most of this period without school and
restrictions.
Kind regards,
Jack Franklin
Head of Senior School
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Dear Parents and Guardians,
We’ve finally made it to the finish line! What a year it has been for Middle School students. I can honestly
say that the students of Middle School have faced many hardships including the cancellation of both year 7
and 9 camps, multiple sporting events and excursions, however I was genuinely impressed by
the resilience and determination of each student. Students returned to on‐site learning with a thirst for
knowledge and enthusiasm for their classes. As students had their camps cancelled, we will be providing
students with an opportunity to build their interpersonal and problem‐solving skills through a range of
activities organised for 2022.
Our first excursion for Term Four was the Young Womens Gala Day. The year 9 girls were exposed to a range
of different activities in a friendly, cooperative and cohesive environment which they absolutely loved! We
strongly encourage our youth to continue to seek leadership opportunities and to get involved in lots of
different ways within our College. We hope 2022 doesn’t include the same challenges as 2021 and that our
students are able to head out and positively represent the College across a range of different areas including
debating, sporting and excursion‐based activities.
Activity Day was coupled with the Awards Ceremony for 2021. Student achievement was recognised during
the first block of the day where students were given awards for the following achievement
categories, Resilience, Community, Enthusiasm and Dedication. The remaining time was spent rotating
through a large range of activities which focused on team building and problem‐solving skills. Students loved
creating their own murals in the Senior School building and moving through the taskmaster activities with
Ms Gibney and Ms Barbalace. I would like to thank all students and staff who were involved in our end of
year activity as it was a day enjoyed by all.
The Activity Day Fundraiser focused on raising funds for our late student Tareek Quinn. In honour of
Tareek the College aimed to raise as much money to build a well for young Tareek in drought‐stricken parts
of the world. Our year 10 students were well organised and helped raise funds through the raffle and
assisted in running the AFL style activities with the St Kilda Football Club who were involved in the Junior
School activity day program. It is with great joy that I inform you that we raised a total of $6300 during
Activity Day. I would like to take this opportunity to thank our parents, students and staff as this wouldn’t
have been possible without their assistance.
Serdar Eroglu
Head of Middle School
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Assalamu Alaikum Warahmatullahi Wabarakatuhu,
Esteemed Parents/Guardians and Students,
In Surah Munafiqun 63/10 Allah Almighty (swt) states as follows: “And spend [in the way of Allah] from
what We have provided you before death approaches one of you and he says, ‘My Lord, if only You
would delay me for a brief term so I would give charity and be among the righteous.”
Prophet Muhammad (saw) informs us that Allah the Almighty (swt) states as follows, “O, Children of
Adam, Spend (on charity) and I shall spend on you.” Abu Dawud, Adab, 60.
Infaq means to offer to other people from the property and wealth and from the blessings Allah (swt) has
entrusted to us. It means to protect, observe, and guard those in need. It means to strive to be useful to
our family, relatives, neighbors and in short, all humanity.
Infaq leads to rehabilitation of the body and soul. We purify our nafs and property with infaq. With infaq,
we share our sorrow and suffering, thereby attaining the pleasure of Allah (swt).
Infaq leads to rehabilitation of the society as well. It reinforces harmony, peace, unity and solidarity
between us. Ultimately, believers tend to enjoy the help of the Almighty Allah (swt) with infaq.
Let us, with peace of heart, let our brothers and sisters enjoy their rights over us. Let us support the poor,
the needy, the orphan, and the abandoned. Let us try to be a solution to the problems of primarily our
relatives and neighbors, and all those in need. Let us not forget that never will we attain the good [reward]
until we spend [in the way of Allah] from that which we love.
We would like to take this
opportunity to thank the College
community for their contributions
towards building a well in Somalia
and in different places around the
world. The wells that we construct
will be on behalf of our dear student
Tareek Quinn who passed away at
the beginning of this year. May the
Almighty Allah (swt) accept all of our
previous and future aids.
We thank Allah for the blessings He
has given us and pray the pandemic will ease around the world. Source: Religious Affairs.
Mr. Muhammed Sezgin
Head of Religious Affairs/RE Domain Leader

ENGLISH DOMAIN LEADER REPORT

Ms Megan Barling

Dear Parents and Guardians,
Unfortunately, with most of Term Three being impacted by remote learning, many of the exciting events
that the English Domain had planned were unable to go ahead.
During Semester Two, Year Six and Year Seven have continued to participate in a literacy program called
‘Accelerated Reader,’ in which they read books and quiz on them to receive points. All classes competed
against each other to read and quiz on the most novels. I would like to congratulate 7H for reading the most
novels this year, with a grand total of 171 books read and quizzed on!
During Term Four, Year 12 students also completed their final Year 12 English Examination. Students worked
hard in the lead up to this exam and should be commended for their dedication to their studies. We would
like to extend our congratulations to our Year 12 cohort for finishing their exams and wish them all the best
in their future endeavours.
Year 10 and Year 11 students also sat end of year English Examinations. Despite the challenges they have
endured this year, we were very impressed with how much effort was put into these exams and are very
proud of the resilient attitudes of our senior school students.
We would like to wish all students, parents and college staff a restful break and hope to see you all again,
happy and healthy, in 2022.
Ms Megan Barling
English Domain Leader
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Dear Students, Parents and Carers,
Term Four has been an exciting time for the Maths Domain, particularly with the return to on campus
learning.
Upon returning to campus, the Year Six students focused on revising and consolidating their mathematical
skills and knowledge. Students worked on numbers and algebra, and measurement and geometry.
In Term Four the Year Seven students worked on the topic Decimals. They investigated multiplying
decimals and worked on adding and subtracting a variety of decimals. Students were challenged by various
worded problems that involved decimals and requested guidance from the teacher and their peers to solve
these. Once students returned to face‐to‐face learning, they were introduced to Linear equations.
Students worked on building Linear Equations through the use of flow charts and required the usage of
inverse operations to solve many questions.
Our Year Eight students focused on putting their Math skills to the test through engaging hands on
activities. There was a big focus on student using Linear equations and drawing Linear Graphs.
The Year Nine students have explored the topic of Probability during the final weeks of the semester.
Across the topic, students have understood the relationship between different chance events. They
developed skills in predicting outcomes using mathematical tools, involving the use of tree diagrams, Venn
diagrams and two‐way tables. Students explored concepts by taking part in chance games involving playing
cards and dice. This will provide a solid foundation for next year, where they will expand on their
knowledge and skills in Probability.
Our Year 10 and 11 students big focus of Term Four were the Semester Examinations. After two years of
having no exams the student worked with their teacher to practice revising for the examinations and to
develop their revision techniques and examinations skills. These skills will form an important part of their
success over the coming years.
The 2022 VCE Head Start program commenced successfully
for both Mathematical Methods and Specialist Mathematics.
Students were motivated and participated enthusiastically in
the introductory activities. They have already committed to
attending additional Head Start classes during the summer
holidays. It is particularly pleasing to note that even students
who are currently holidaying overseas are keen to join the
online summer classes despite the time difference and the
need to join the sessions at odd times of the day! I am looking
forward to working closely with the students and guiding
them to fulfil their mathematical potential, insha Allah.
Mr Jack Franklin
Head of Senior School

SCIENCE DOMAIN LEADER REPORT

Ms Khatera Shakeri

Year 11 & 12 Psychology

Over the last term, Year 11 Psychology students investigated theories of development. They created poster
for a ‘toy’ suitable to a specific level of development in line with Piaget’s Theory of Cognitive Development
and investigated how Erikson’s theory of Psychosocial Development applies to their lives. They looked at
why secure attachment is so important for strong emotional development and the impact of nature vs
nurture on how we become the person we are.
The Year 12’s worked hard to pull together a year of learning under trying circumstances in readiness of
their exams. They submitted copious practice exams, and all had smiles after their Exam due to their hard
work and commitment. Wishing all the Year 12 Psychology students all the best for their future
endeavours!
‐Ms Sarah Baeffel
International Chemistry Quiz
During Term 3, 3 students from year 10 and 11 participated in the International Chemistry
Quiz which runs across 21 countries. The quiz is designed to test a student’s thinking and understanding
skills against those of other students in the school, country and across the world.
Participation
Sheema Asher 10T

Credit
Omar Daknach 10M

Yahya Munshi 11T

All students were awarded with a certificate indicating their performance and achievement. I would like to
congratulate the following students for receiving participation and credit certificates.
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Mt Hira Science Experiment Competition

During Term 4 remote learning, 25 students across Foundation to Year 8 participated in the Mt Hira
Science Experiment Competition.
The competition required students to develop and conduct a science experiment at home and create a
short video demonstrating their investigation. The Science Domain would like to commend all students
that competed and congratulate the following 3 students that won the competition.
Participation
Ismail Jama FM
Mahamed Jama 1M
Enes Kivrak 1M
Usama Cole 1T
Aminah Sultan 2M
Amira Demushi 2M
Elif Karaoglu 2M
Muslima Azizullaeva 2M

Rihana Ibraimi 2M
Sara Eskin 2M
Sara Abili 2M
Yusuf Daknach 2M
Zaynab Catic 2M
Alfarabi Seutia 2T
Elanur Akyol 2T
Ilhan Tairi 2T

Tuce Ozer 2T
Shukri Jama 3M
Leanna Rifaie 5M
Lorisa Azemi 6M
Taha Daknach 6M
Abdikarim Ahmed 8H

Winners
Mira Desovali FT
Berk Bilgin 4M
Ishabatool Gulzari 7T

Certificates will be provided to all participants, and winners of the competition will receive a
family Museums Victoria Gift Membership, which will allow unlimited free general entry at Melbourne
Museum, Scienceworks & Immigration Museum (express entry at Melbourne Museum & Scienceworks).

Ms Khatera Shakeri
Science Domain Leader

HUMANITIES DOMAIN LEADER REPORT

Ms Rebecca Sim

As another year at Mt. Hira ends, we are grateful to be back on site for the last few weeks of Term Four!
During Term Four the Year Six students have been learning about people and cultures within the Asia
region. They involved in a group project where they researched a well‐known Asian festival. Students
worked hard with their partners to gather information during remote learning and on‐site. They then had
the opportunity to present their projects to the class. This enabled the students to re‐gain their confidence
and allow their peers to see their achievements.
The Year 8 cohort have explored different types of markets in Business and Economics and completed a
research inquiry project on Indigenous Markets.

In Term Four, students explored landscapes and landforms and migration in Geography and researched the
patterns of migration within and to Australia from abroad.
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While Term Four has been focused on readjusting students to on‐site learning, the Year 9 cohort have
persevered and engaged in a variety of Geography activities. They identified different Australian biomes
and explored food production methods. Students then completed a group assignment that investigated
the threats to food security.
Our Year Ten’s have been learning about what contributes to human wellbeing around the globe and
completed a group project presenting their findings.
During Term Three, the Year 11 Business Management students worked collaboratively in groups to create
marketing plans based on their chosen business ideas. They conducted market research, identified their
target markets, and produced various marketing strategies to promote their products.
Our senior school students have successfully completed their 2021 Examinations and we are so proud of
our Year 12’s.
Thank you for your ongoing support through another turbulent year.
We are very proud of all our students and look forward to their return after a relaxing break!
Kind regards,
Rebecca Sim

VET COORDINATOR REPORT

Ms Sarah Baeffel

VCE but different…. VET is not what you think!
Students have been busily picking their subjects for 2022. Have you considered VCE VET? VCE VET Business
or Hospitality can be chosen in the space of another VCE subject and provides opportunities that other VCE
subjects do not:


Two for the price of one: Gain BOTH your VCE certificate and a Nationally Recognised Vocational
Certificate.
 Extra skills to help you get that part‐time job you are looking for. Students this year have been
successful at gaining part‐time jobs by putting their VET study on their resume.
 A fun, hands‐on and sequential way to learn.
 Different pathway to university: If you don’t think you’ll get the ATAR you need? VET can give you
an alternative pathway to university.

Students working hard at LaCafe: they are becoming expert baristas; serving serving a great coffee,
showing exemplary customer service skills and operating the Square register and cash drawer.
Find out more:
 Hospitality https://vimeo.com/350641551
 Business https://vimeo.com/389886598
2022 Fees
The subject fees for 2022 have been set as follows and need to be paid at the Front Office before
commencement in the subject in 2022:
 VET Business = $100 per year
 VET Hospitality = $200 per year
VET End of Year Excursion 2021
Over lockdown it was difficult for the VET students to engage with some of the more practical Units of
Competency. For the last few weeks they have worked hard to catch up on this content. To celebrate their
achievement, students were able to attend an excursion to Pamir Restaurant as a gift from Mt Hira
College. This was incredibly exciting after many months of lockdown!
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This excursion allowed students to experience all the concepts they have learned throughout the year
being put into practice. They observed the roles of staff in the kitchen, point of sale and restaurant.
They viewed occupational health and safety and teamwork in real life. It was great to hear the
restaurant owner’s stories which helped put things in perspective for the students. They also learned the
impact of COVID on the business and the use of Menulog to allow the business to continue trading during
lockdowns. A topic that directly relates to one of their Units of Competency. Interestingly, they learned the
Pamir Restaurant also provides on the job training through the Certificate in Hospitality, just like they are
currently doing!
Students were served a delicious meal and observed customer service and staff communication on the
floor. One of our students Hussain was able to explain the cuisine and Afghan traditions to school staff and
students who had not been to an Afghan restaurant before which was fantastic to increase engagement in
the excursion. All topics mentioned above have been integral in developing the knowledge and skills in
their VET Business and Hospitality subjects this year.
This excursion was a great way to end a year of VET. We sincerely thank Shahina Ahad who went above
and beyond in making the VET students feel welcome and help them understand the intricacies of running
a restaurant. We can attest the amazing food and encourage you all to visit Pamir Restaurant.

Pamir restaurant: The amazing décor and cuisine experienced by the VCE VET students.
Want to know more about VET?
Please forward any enquiries to:
VET Coordinator: Sarah Baeffel
sbaeffel@mthira.vic.edu.au

HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION DOMAIN LEADER

Mr David Tudor

Secondary newsletter HPE term 4
It has been an action‐packed term back at school where the students have relished the opportunity to be
back with their team‐mates and competitors in Secondary HPE! There has been a strong focus on minor
games such as kickball, run the gauntlet and alternate sports. Participating in these games has given us the
chance to test out our communication, teamwork, strategic and overall fundamental motor skills. The HPE
teachers are proud of the excellent sportsmanship shown across all of the secondary school! The year 6
students competed in the district interschool sports gala day‐ we had a Netball, AFL and Soccer team that
represented the College. Well done to those participating students! The year 9 girls were invited to the
Young Women’s Gala day organised by The City of Dandenong. Good times all round is the feedback we
received! It has been so exciting to be out in the community and interacting with other schools again. Have
a great summer break and we look forward to seeing all of you next year! The HPE team 😊
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Dear Middle and Senior School Students, Parents and Carers,
Term 4 was a combination of remote and face‐to‐face learning. It was a challenging term in terms of
logistics. The attendance of students was average for certain levels. We worked hard to keep students
motivated and engaged in their learning. Like term 3, during remote learning, we had to modify the
teaching/learning planners to keep the students motivated to learn Arabic and Turkish.
As we are striving to teach our students a second language in Mt Hira, we request the parents to help at
home as much as they can and take interest in what their children do in Arabic and Turkish classes. The use
of electronic platforms shared with you previously are rich resources that can enhance the students’
learning.
Message from Ms Sebnem Sahal Turkish teacher
The Republic Day of Turkey / 29 Ekim Cumhuriyet Bayramı
In October there was a very special day in the calendar of Turkey. The 29th of October is the Republic Day
of Turkey or 29 Ekim Cumhuriyet Bayramı. The Republic Day of Turkey is one of the public days in Turkey,
commemorating the proclamation of the republic in 1923.
On October 29, 1923, the newly recognized Turkish parliament (TBMM) proclaimed the establishment of
the Republic of Turkey, formally marking the end of the Ottoman Empire. On the same day, Mustafa
Kemal, who led the Turkish National War of Liberation and was later named Atatürk (father of Turks), was
unanimously elected as the first president of the Republic. Following the founding of the Republic of
Turkey, Mustafa Kemal Atatürk embarked on a wide‐ranging set of reforms in the political, economic, and
cultural aspects of Turkish society. These reforms have left a legacy of which the peoples of Turkish
heritage are very proud!
Mt Hira College Turkish community celebrated this very important day with joy. Our Head of Middle School
Mr. Serdar Eroglu, Secondary LOTE Turkish teacher Ms. Sebnem Sahal, Multimedia Coordinator Mr. Ozan
Toprak prepared a video with the wonderful contributions of our Year 7 students (Zeynep Arslan, Melis
Ayaz, Safiye Ozer) and Year 8 students (Kerem Gungor, Efe Karaoglu, Cihan Gurbuz, Arda Karatas, Ibrahim
Kilic, Kerem Yurtsever), which can be viewed in the link below:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UGs4Ws8eFbw&ab_channel=MtHiraCollege
Dr. Samir Dorhmi
LOTE Domain Leader

TECHNOLOGIES (YEAR 7-12) REPORT

Ms Katie Curtis & Mr Adem Sahingoz

In Term 4, Year 8, 9 and 10 Digital Technologies students began a new unit on cyber security and computer
networks. They investigated threats, vulnerabilities and risks to data and information.
Studying cyber security can help students develop a greater understanding of the digital world that is around
them. At home, students should always be encouraged to use their devices safely as well as practice good judgement
when using the internet.
Year 9 Photography students focused on refining their composition skills by learning about ‘leading lines’ as well as
how to represent emotions in photographs. As a digital technology skill, they learned how to use Photoshop and
Lightroom to touch up photographs.

Adem Sahingoz
Digital Technologies Teacher

THE ARTS (YEARS 7-12) REPORT

Ms Katie Curtis, Ms Jayde Cairns & Mr Peter Davidson

VCE Studio Arts
With the completion of VCE Studio Arts for Unit 3 & 4, we saw some amazing work under some hard
conditions. We commend these students for taking on these challenges and completing their schooling
journey.
Unit 1 & 2 also faced challenging conditions creating their final artworks at home. They were able to adapt
and use the resources around them to create fantastic work.

Year 10 Studio Arts Elective
The students in Year 10 Studio Arts Elective have been keen to get back into the classroom to put their
theory to the test. The students created charcoal portraits based off Roman sculptures.

Years 6 – 10 Visual Arts
Through our most recent Remote Learning Period, Year 6 – 10 were able to tackle art class online with
enthusiasm. They looked at a range of art mediums from digital creations, inventions, and drawing. Using
the resources around them they created some fantastic art works. Below is a mixture of pieces created
both remotely and onsite.

THE ARTS (YEARS 7-12) REPORT

Ms Katie Curtis, Ms Jayde Cairns & Mr Peter Davidson

Years 6 ‐ 7 Music and Drama
Since returning onsite, Year 7 students were set the challenge to create their own mask in response
to learning about the Commedia D’ell Arte and how characters are shaped in Italian Theatre. Over several
weeks, they worked with papier‐mâché and paint to bring their designs to life.
Year 6 finally got to get their hands on our new set of keyboards and put some of their skills into practice,
performing a simple melody.
Well done to all our students! The Arts is not an easy
subject area to do remotely and we are incredible
proud of all those students that participated.
Jayde Cairns – Middle and Senior Visual Arts Teacher
Katie Curtis – Year 6 Visual Arts Teacher
Peter Davidson – Performing Arts Teacher

HEAD OF WELLBEING REPORT

Dr Samir Dorhmi

Dear Middle and Senior School Parents/Carers and Students
During term 4, Middle and Senior School students continued to receive counselling, with the introduction of a special
one‐on‐one program “Jump”. We also introduced student small program “SPARC” to help our students with social
skills, Purpose, Awareness, Resilience and Confidence. With the challenges and increased uncertainty associated
with COVID 19, counselling sessions have primarily focused on building relationships and connections; nervous
system regulation; and increasing body awareness.
In this newsletter, the wellbeing department would like to share some important information about mental health
issues and wellbeing strategies to tackle the challenges we are facing at school and the challenges students and
parents are facing at home.
The list below is by no means exhaustive but is a reminder for all of us to help us deal with mental health issues:
 We all have a role to play to take care of our Mental Health.
 When we look after our own mental health, we are more equipped to look after those experiencing mental
health issues that we care about.
 Mental health crises can occur suddenly, but usually there are events or situations that lead up to it.
 To be there for others, we must look after ourselves by ensuring we are getting enough sleep, exercising,
and eating healthy food, engaging with routine, or spending time with loved ones.
 There are also some external services, we can use to help us cope with difficult circumstances:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Centre for Muslim Wellbeing: www.cmw.org.au – 0427 668 010
Men’s help line: www.mensline.org.au – 1800 041 612
Beyond Blue: www.beyondblue.org.au – 1300 224 636
Life line: www.lifeline.org.au – 13 11 14
Headspace: www.headspace.org.au – 1800 367 968

Now that we are coming out of lockdown, Social Anxiety may start to kick in:
SELF‐HELP STRATEGIES FOR SOCIAL ANXIETY
Learning about anxiety is a very important first step since it helps you to understand what is happening when you
are feeling uncomfortable in social situations. All the worries and physical feelings you are experiencing have a
name: ANXIETY. Learn the facts about anxiety:
FACT 1: Anxiety is normal and adaptive because it helps us prepare for danger (for instance, our heart beats faster to
pump blood to our muscles so we have the energy to run away or fight off danger). Therefore, the goal is to learn to
manage anxiety, not eliminate it.
FACT 2: Anxiety can become a problem when our body tells us that there is danger when there is no real danger.
People with social anxiety tend to fear and avoid social situations. They are very concerned that they will do
something embarrassing, or that others will judge them. It is normal to feel anxious in social situations from time to
time. For example, most people feel anxious when they must speak in front of a large group. Social anxiety becomes
a problem when it becomes quite distressing and starts getting in the way of your ability to function and enjoy life.
However, it is important to note that you are not alone. Social anxiety is one of the most common anxiety disorders.
The good news is that there are strategies you can use to help manage your social fears. If you have social anxiety
disorder, there are strategies that you can use to learn to overcome your fear of social situations. For social anxiety
disorder, tools in the toolbox include observing your social anxiety. An important first step in learning to manage
social anxiety involves better understanding of your social anxiety. People with social anxiety disorder tend to learn
more details about anxiety. Get to know your Social Anxiety is your first step.
Head of Wellbeing
Dr Samir Dorhmi

