
Thursday 27th: 
Whole College Assembly 
Friday 25th -Friday 28th:  
Camp - Year 5  
Friday 28th:  
Curriculum Day - No School 
Term Two Ends 

 
  
 

Monday 15th:  
Term Three Starts 
Monday 29th:  
Start of Science Week 

Dear Parents, Students, Staff and Friends of Mt Hira College, 

 

Alhamdulillah, we have completed Term Two of 2019.  Stu-

dents will receive their Semester One Reports before their 

dismissal time on Thursday June 27th, 2019. This will be the 

last day for students before they commence their two-

week Winter Break. Term Three (Semester Two) will com-

mence on Monday July 15th, 2019. 

 

I would like to gently remind parents to read their child’s re-

port thoroughly in front of them and commend them for 

their achievements. Please also take the time to reflect 

and plan how your child can aim to improve themselves in 

every aspect during Semester Two. Students still have the 

time (half a year) to improve and attain even better out-

comes and grades in the coming months.  

 

I would like to thank all parents and guardians for their co-

operation and support during Semester One.  

 

Please do not hesitate if you wish to see me for any matter 

relating to your child’s/children’s education or well-being. I 

have aimed to reserve the most convenient time during 

the morning and afternoon for parent/guardian meetings 

(Period One and Period Six). Kindly note that in order to 

help ensure we can meet without disruptions, appoint-

ments are requested in advance.  

 

I wish you all a very safe, restful and a warm Winter Break 

and I look forward to seeing you all on the first day back of 

Term Three, insha-Allah.  

 

May Allah protect our school and guide us all in His Straight 

Path – Amin. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Mr. Kadir Emniyet 

Principal 

 



Dear Parents and Students, 

 

We have come to the end of another great term, passing by quite rapidly. 

Over the last few weeks, students have been working on topics in prepara-

tion for Semester Two. Reports will be distributed this week and it is highly rec-

ommended that both students and their parents read the report carefully, 

noting any strengths and weakness for each subject. This will enable in-

formed decisions on how to proceed in Semester Two. 

 

We highly recommend students use the semester break to pre-read topics to 

be covered for each of their subjects. If they are unsure of upcoming topics, 

they may ask their teacher in person or via email. This pro-active approach 

to their learning will always give them a great advantage and enable more 

knowledge gain and understanding during their in-class learning next term. 

Remember, it is not just what you learn that is important, it is also your ap-

proach. How you decide what to study, when to study and how you make 

sure you remember and understand concepts you read, watch or listen to is 

important.  It is important to balance your relaxation time these holidays with 

some productive study time as well.  

 

Take care and I wish you the very best in Semester Two. 

 

 

Mr. Sefik Sahingoz 

Vice-Principal 



Dear Junior School, 

Time is certainly flying by as we have come to the end of another term, which means that 

we are half way through the 2019 school year. We have another busy term coming up 

though, with many amazing excursions and activities. We are ending the term with reports 

handed out and the Year Five Log Cabin Camp.  

We will share some of our camper’s experiences in our newsletter in Term Three, so that our 

Year Four students can see what they can expect in 2020. Our staff and students are look-

ing forward to the wonderful activities planned for this camp. I will be joining the campers 

for two days and am certainly looking forward to being involved in the activities at Sover-

eign Hill. 

Students will be handed their reports on the 27th, which is the last day for students. The re-

ports will have positives as well as negatives, and that is to be expected. It is all a part of 

learning and growing. The important thing is to look at the reports and to discuss the con-

tents with your children where to from here, how can I improve on what I have already 

achieved. Whether it be concentrating in class, reading more, going over topics covered 

at home, completing homework or listening to instructions carefully we all have things we 

can improve on or do better in.  

Something that would definitely assist our students with concentration is better eating hab-

its. Unfortunately, it has come to the teacher’s attention that many of our students come 

to school with no breakfast, and sometimes these same students have no snacks for re-

cess. Having breakfast, especially a healthy on, is essential in assisting students with their 

concentration and learning in class. I urge all parents to ensure that their children have 

had some form breakfast before they get to school so that their growing brains have fuel 

to function for the day. A high number of our students seem to have and endless supply of  

packaged foods in their lunchboxes, rather than fruits, vegies cheese and yoghurt. It would 

be great to see parents making healthier choices for our children so that they can benefit 

from the amazing nutrients these healthier options provide.  

An exciting term coming up with Science Week, Numeracy Week, Book/Literacy Week, 

AFL Day and the Junior School Concert! Definitely not a term to miss out on all with all the 

wonderful things coming up. Busy, busy, busy! 

Wishing all students and families a safe and enjoyable holiday, and hoping to see every-

one back at school safe and sound in Term Three. 

     

Ms. Hulya Ucler 

Head of Junior School 



It has been a busy term of events where students have been highly engaged and motivated 

and the teachers have provided many opportunities within the curriculum.    

The Year Six students have had their Tennis excursion, weekly Interschool Sporting events and 

their Immigration Museum and Captain Cooks Cottage visits. The Year Seven and Eight stu-

dents have participated in Interschool Sports which included Soccer, Badminton, Netball 

and Cross Country.  The Year Nine Debating team were highly successful and learnt many 

new skills.  The Year Nine students have also been encouraged by the Careers Coordinator 

to keep up to date with their emails and newsletters.  Students are highly encouraged to 

start thinking about pathways they want to follow in the future.  NAPLAN also took place ear-

lier in the term and of course our annual Examination Week which all Middle School students 

recently completed.  The students soldiered on during Ramadan and celebrated Eid with 

two days with their families. 

MIDDLE SCHOOL ASSEMBLY 14/6/19 

Congratulations to all the students for receiving an Award. Well Done to Talia Akdogan and 

Tijen Ozer (Year 6T) who spoke to the students about World Environment Day and what the 

community can do to assist in this cause.  Talha Aamer (9M) and Hyder Shah (7H) (Core 

Leaders) also enlightened us with the Refugee Week Awareness.  Tahaullah Ibrahimi (11T) 

spoke to the Middle School students about Examination Week and how they can improve 

their study habits in the future. 

REPORTS DISTRIBUTION 27/6/19 

The end of Semester is always a time for students to reflect on their learning journey so far. 

Staff have finalised their data input for our end of semester reports. The end of term and se-

mester is a culmination of our continuous reporting processes for the first part of the year. Stu-

dents should reflect on their learnings and set new goals for the rest of the year.   

CURRICULUM DAY (STUDENT FREE DAY) 28/6/19 

This day will be a student free day for teachers to have professional development and  

curriculum planning.  

TERM THREE (first day 15/7/19) 

Looking forward to Term Three with many more opportunities for student learning to take 

place. Ahead of next term, we eagerly anticipate Science Week, Hajj Simulation, Book and 

Maths Weeks. We will inshallah celebrate Eid Al-Adha and parents will have the opportunity 

to speak to their child’s teacher at the Term Three Parent Teacher Interviews. 

I wish everyone a safe holiday and hope to see everyone nice and relaxed back on the 15th 

of July, 2019. 
 

Ms. Ayse Erenli 

Head of Middle School 





Assalamu Alaykum. 

 

It is hard to believe that we are approaching the end of Term Two already. It has been 

an incredibly busy term with interschool sports, Ramadan and Eid festivities, study skills 

workshops and Semester One examinations.  

 

All Senior School students who are enrolled in a VCE Unit 3 and 4 course recently com-

peted their first major external assessment task – the General Achievement Test (GAT). 

This was a long and challenging task but our students coped admirably. Please see the 

photographs on the next page for a glimpse of our students as they got ready for the 

GAT. 

 

I have no doubt that students are looking forward to their school holidays after a chal-

lenging term. While it is important to rest, socialise and participate in leisure activities, it is 

equally vital that students use the holidays to catch up on work that they have not com-

pleted, read Term Three English texts and revise knowledge and skills from Semester One.  

 

Our dedicated Senior School teachers will be running holiday classes for selected VCE 

Unit 2 and Unit 4 subjects. All VCE students are expected to attend the holiday classes 

for the subjects they are enrolled in, as they will be learning new key knowledge and/or 

key skills, completing practice assessment tasks and revising content from Semester One. 

A printed copy of the timetable will be distributed to students shortly and it will also be e-

mailed to them. Parents can access the timetable through SEQTA Documents and their 

SEQTA Direqt inbox.  

 

Students will receive their Semester One report during Form Class on the last day of Term 

Two (Thursday the 27th of June). If a student is absent on this day, parents and guardians 

can collect the report from the College Office during the school holidays. Students and 

parents are advised to set aside some time to read the Semester One report. The school 

holidays are the perfect time for students to reflect upon their performance in Semester 

One. This is not only limited to academic progress, but also personal development. Stu-

dents should set short-term and long-term goals for the rest of this year and make plans 

for 2020.  

 

I hope you have a restful break and return to school with enthusiasm and positivity in 

Term Three, insha Allah. 

 
 

Ms. Nazreen Amirudin 

Head of Senior School 





As we come to the end of Semester One, the Year Nine and Ten students are currently finish-

ing their first electives program. The new, revamped elective program has seen dramatic im-

provements in student engagement, enjoyment and outcomes.  

 

At Year Nine, the choices for Semester One were designed to give students an opportunity 

to explore areas of interest such as Robotics and Geography, while also offering students a 

chance to experience an introduction to a potential VCE subject in Biology. 

The Year Ten program focused on providing students with an early opportunity to experi-

ence potential VCE subjects they can enrol in for 2020. These subjects were designed to be 

an introduction to the course material and expectations for Mathematical Methods, Legal 

Studies and Studio Arts. 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the elective teachers in Semester One for 

their hard work and dedication in developing these new courses for students. 

In Semester Two, there will be a new range of subjects for students to select for their elective 

classes. At Year Nine, there will continue to be a mix of subjects designed for student inter-

ests such as Photography and Media and an opportunity to try out another potential VCE 

subject in Business Management. Further to this, support English and Mathematics classes will 

be offered to help students achieve their best results in these core subject areas. 

 

The Year Ten Semester Two program will be offering introductions to VCE Computing, Mathe-

matical Methods and Psychology. In addition to this, students have also been given the op-

portunity to enrol in support English classes to ensure that they are meeting the required 

standard or to excel in English. 

 

Mr. Jack Franklin 

Head of Student Engagement 



THE IMPORTANCE OF FAMILY IN ISLAM 

Allah the Almighty (swt) states in Surah Rum, verse 21: “And among His Signs is this, that 

He created for you mates from among yourselves, that ye may dwell in tranquillity with 

them, and He has put love and mercy between your (hearts): Verily in that are Signs for 

those who reflect”. 

Allah the Exalted (swt) sent human, the most precious being, to this world in two different 

genders as man and woman. He created a strong bond of love and compassion be-

tween them to be spouses and to start a peaceful family. He bestowed upon them a 

family atmosphere in which they can cooperate in benevolence and feel safe. 

Living in a family is a blessing that gives trust and happiness to people of all ages. What 

other blessing can substitute for the taste of a warm home, its affectionate hand that 

solves one’s problems and its support that adds meaning to life? Spouses who build their 

family life on sound grounds will be happy not only in this world but also in the Hereafter, 

and they will take each other to heaven.  

Being a family does not mean just living under the same roof. Family is also a together-

ness in feeling, ideal, hope and thought. It means spouses to be friends and compete in 

benevolence and taqwa. Being a family is to live a life that complies with the consent of 

Allah (swt). It is to share both joy and grief, and both richness and poverty. It is to over-

come all kinds of difficulties together and to be a compassionate and loyal spouse, a 

merciful parent and a good child.  

Remaining as a family is as much important as starting a family. To value and protect 

one’s family are the duties of every male and female Muslim. Remaining as a family 

means that the spouses cover each other like a garment, protect each other from all 

kinds of evil and integrate each other with love and care. For this reason, the Almighty 

Allah (swt) states: “They are your garments and ye are their garments.”  

Remaining as a family requires leaving the mistakes and flaws that threaten a home. A 

believer tries to be tolerant and forgiving and act in a patient and persistent manner in 

his/her family. Remaining as a family is possible only if each woman, man, elder person 

and young person fulfils their responsibilities and observe the rights of others as well as 

their own rights. It requires thinking about the benefits of the family under any circum-

stance rather than one’s own interest.  

Let us exert efforts to have a family where love and joy get barakah and sadness and 

sorrow disappear. Let us present a family atmosphere that will give peace to our children 

and spouse. Let us appreciate the value of our family. Let us remember that our family is 

the trust of Allah (swt) and that people will firstly account for their behavior towards their 

parents, spouses and children in the Hereafter. Reference: Diyanet Sermon. 

 

Mr. Muhammed Sezgin 

Head of Religious Education 



Year Ten Work Experience Reminder 

All Year Ten students must submit their completed Work Experience Arrangement Form to 

Pathways Office by 3.30 p.m. on Monday 15th July, 2019. Placements in retail and fast 

food are strongly discouraged. Placements with friends, relatives and classmates are not 

permitted. 

 

 
Virtual Tour of Ballarat Campus of Federation University 

Can you tour Federation University without setting foot on campus? You can by taking a 

virtual tour of the Ballarat campus. Focus on specific departments or take a general tour 

by visiting: https://federation.edu.au/virtualtour 

 

Jobs of the Future 

Do you know that some jobs of the future include Robot Psychologist and Data Science 

Detective? To find out about these and other jobs of the future, visit: https://

careerswithstem.com.au/jobs-of-the-future-now/ 

 

Careers Quote 

“Choose a job that you love and you will never work a day in your life.” - Confucius 

 

Careers Coordinator 

 

 

 

 

 

https://federation.edu.au/virtualtour
https://careerswithstem.com.au/jobs-of-the-future-now/
https://careerswithstem.com.au/jobs-of-the-future-now/


Dear Parents and Guardians, 

Last week I was lucky enough to partake in the 2019 EDUCATION STATE SCHOOL LEADERSHIP  

CONFERENCE.  

Power of the human brain: What do we know about the brain and the impact of screen technologies 

and learning on children? By Baroness Susan Greenfield; 

Baroness Greenfield is a neuroscientist and is educating teachers about how the brain works. The brain 

is all about making multiple connections between brain cells, like the branches of a tree. By growing 

more branches or connections, you are increasing the surface area of the brain and this facilitates 

even more connections between brain cells.  

With this understanding, Baroness Greenfield looked at the impact of mobile phones and screen time 

on the operation of the brain. 

Attention: attention span is being changed by things being shorter and shorter. 

Addiction: Internet Gaming Disorder is listed by the World Health Organisation. The brain is changing 

physiologically through the release of dopamine which makes you drowsy, underlies drugs of 

addiction and inhibits the frontal part of the brain which results in fitful, rude and childlike behav-

iour. 

Aggression 

Reduced interpersonal skills 

A weak sense of identity 

Poor critical thinking: googling information gives examples, it does not build understanding 

Rather than taking away screens from children, Baroness Greenfield suggested to all parents to intro-

duce something more attractive to children that will motivate and substitute screens.  

Professor Ewing’s session also demonstrated that the Arts can provide something attractive to the child 

that can motivate. 

The Arts:  

Cognitive Play serves as a stimulus and training for a flexible mind, as play does for the body and physi-

cal behaviour. The high concentrations of pattern that art delivers repeatedly engage and activate 

individual brains and over time alter their wiring to modify key human and perceptual, cognitive, and 

expressive systems, especially in terms of sight, hearing, movement and social cognition…a social and 

individual system of engendering creativity, for producing options not confined by the here and now.

(Boyd, 2019, p.85-7) 

We were also reminded of why the Arts are important to learning. Research shows that quality Arts ex-

periences enhance both academic and affective outcomes for students. They build the four C’s which 

we need to grow in our students for success in the world in which they will live: 

Communication 

Critical thinking 

Creativity 

Collaboration 

 

Ms. Sue Apak 

Head of Wellbeing 



Students have completed their Semester One Examination and resumed their Science learning across all middle 

and senior levels with great zeal. Students are engaged with exciting Science practical activities especially in the 

areas of Psychology, Biology, Physics and Chemistry following their Examination. 

All students in general, especially the senior students must reflect on their performances in the recent Semester 

One Examination. Invariably, this should provide them a benchmark of where they stand in their preparatory 

phase of their respective VCE Examination/s.  Students are advised to use the coming term break to revise the 

concepts that they have grasped well before.  

Science Domain had the fantastic opportunity collaborating with other Domains at Mt. Hira College in celebrating 

the ‘World Environmental Day – 2019’. 

World Environment Day is the United Nations day for encouraging worldwide awareness and action to protect our 

environment. Since it began in 1974, the event has grown to become a global platform for public outreach that is 

widely celebrated in over 100 countries. Each World Environment Day is organised around a theme that draws at-

tention to a particularly pressing environmental concern. The theme for 2019 is ‘Air Pollution’. 

Students across Foundation to Year 10 have had the opportunity to display their creativity on the theme ‘Air Pollu-

tion’. I am sure that this unique celebration at Mt.Hira College has instilled in all our budding minds at our College, 

a great sense of duty and care in preserving our beautiful environment. Every student has taken a pledge to ‘Save 

our Planet’. A wonderful array of their talented work on the Mt.Hira College World Environmental Day Pledge Wall 

clearly portrays their zeal towards protecting our environment. I sincerely thank all the teachers and students who 

have contributed towards this in different ways. 

I wish you all a wonderful Term Two Holidays and hope to see you all really rejuvenated. 
 

Mr. Peter Louis 

Science Domain Leader 

 

As part of the science curriculum, students are encouraged to part-take in laboratory activities that develop im-

portant practical skills, help them understand the process of scientific investigation and cultivate a broad under-

standing of scientific concepts. 

The Year Eight cohort are currently identifying the organs and overall function of body systems in a multicellular 

organism. In particular, students are looking at the Respiratory, Digestive and Circulatory Systems responsible for 

how an individual breathes, digests food, and pumps blood around the body.  

Students conducted a fantastic session where they examined the structures of the heart, lungs and liver. They ob-

served the components of the lungs and saw how these structures work together to ensure we breathe effectively 

at rest and during exercise. Students then dissected the heart to compare the functions of the four chambers and 

outlined the significance of each. Moving forward, the Year Eight students will write up a scientific report that de-

scribes their experiences and findings.  

Ms. Sara Saadzadah 

Science Teacher 

 

 

On Thursday 20th Of June, the year 11 Psychology class went on an excursion to the Dax arts centre and the Dan-

denong youth services, as a part of our new area of study relating to Mental health. At the Dax Arts Centre we 

explored a range of artwork created by individuals with an experience of Mental illness which includes; Schizo-

phrenia, Bipolar, personality disorders, eating disorders, PTSD and many more. This helped us understand the inter-

face between art, the mind and creativity of those suffering from a mental illness. We 

also got an insight story of an individual who suffers from Mental illness and psychologi-

cal trauma and the struggles they face. At the Dandenong Youth services, we ex-

plored a range of programs designed to help those with a mental illness and how we 

as a community can raise awareness and get more involved. Overall, we had a great 

experience learning about different mental illnesses, how it is expressed through art 

and encouraging community connections and conversations about Mental health.  

Amena Ghazi 

Year 11 Student 

 



This term, Year Nine Geography elective students have been busy identifying why Mel-

bourne is one of the world’s most liveable cities. They have applied their learning on a 

large-scale 3D model of their very own city.  

Students were excited to learn about environmentally sustainable infrastructure other cit-

ies use and included them in their own models. Their designs had basic human necessi-

ties met, along with factors that would encourage tourism and a healthy standard of liv-

ing by including green spaces and landmarks.  

The Year 9’s really enjoyed working onand presenting their creations and we hope to dis-

play them during our next Mt Hira College Information Evening. 

 

Mr. Osman Bicer  

Geography Teacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Want to see our legal system in action at a local level? Well, our Year Eleven Legal Stud-

ies students did on the 13th of  May, by going on an excursion to the Dandenong Magis-

trates' Court. Here, they saw a wide variety of cases involving crimes such as drug pos-

session and assault. Students commented on the fast-paced nature of the court and 

learnt about the roles of various court personnel 

first-hand. 
 

 

Legal joke of the day:    

 What does a lawyer wear to court?  

 A lawsuit! 

 

 

Ms. Diala Nahas 

Humanities Domain Leader 



Assalamualaikum Warahmatullahi Wabarakatuh parents and guardians. We are fast approach-

ing the end of Semester One and I am pleased to report that it has been a successful Term One 

and Two for the HPE Domain.   

The Year Five and Six students were involved in the Winter Interschool Sports and we are proud to 

announce that three teams qualified for the finals scheduled for Thursday, 27th June 2019. The 

Netball mixed, AFL mixed and Soccer mixed teams finished among the top two in their respective 

groups. Congratulations to all the players and teachers involved.   

The Year Three students were involved in the St Kilda Football Club clinic. Students were given the 

opportunity to learn a variety of football skills from a representative via the club. A big thank you 

to the St Kilda Football Club once again for being a great partner.   

Mt Hira College was successful with the Sporting Schools Grant for Seven students participated in 

a gymnastics program while the Year Eight students engaged in a lacrosse program.  

Middle and Senior School students (qualifiers from Division) participated in the Regional Cross 

Country at Cruden Farm in Langwarrin. All students gave their very best however missed out on 

advancing to state level. 

Thank you.  
 

Mr. Desmond Khoo 

HPE Domain Leader 



 

 

 

STUDENT RECOUNTS OF THEIR EXPERIENCE IN HELPING TO CONDUCT A RECENT MOSQUE TOUR: 

 

The Interfaith Program was an alluring experience. People of different cultures and religions 

come to assimilate their knowledge of Islam and the Mosque. Mt Hira College first started off by 

informing them of basic information about wudu and the five pillars of Islam. Subsequently we so-

cialized into small groups with the guests and exchanged opinions about our beliefs. Eventually, 

we went out for morning tea where the interfaith group asked questions about Islam or any mis-

conceptions they had. 

I would love to do it again!  

Marwa Safi  

Year 10 Student 

 

The Mosque Tour was an amazing experience. We were able to explain our religion and our cul-

tures to people from different backgrounds. The visitors also explained their beliefs to us and 

where they come from. I would love to do it again.  

 

Furkan Ucler 

Year 10 Student 



 

 

 

 

 

COLLEGE SECURITY GATES, PERRY ROAD ENTRANCE 

 

Please take additional care during locked entrance hours of the main vehicle access 

gates from Perry Road. These gates are automatically shut from 9:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. and 

are only accessible through use of the intercom calling system which connects you to our 

Main Office. Please note that the gates safely permit one vehicle access at a time. Each 

vehicle must press the intercom call button prior to entering. Please do not drive or at-

tempt to drive through gates unless fully open. We thank our College community for rap-

idly adapting to and firmly supporting, the new security upgrades and procedures.  

 
WHOLE COLLEGE ASSEMBLY/SEMESTER ONE REPORTS 

 

Semester One Reports will be distributed to students following the conclusion of the Whole 

College Assembly, Thursday June 27th, 2019. The Whole College assembly will take place 

from 2:40 p.m. sharp to 3:10 p.m. Kindly take additional note as to letters included with 

your child’s report highlighting new late arrival / early departure procedures.  

 
TERM THREE, 2019/WHOLE COLLEGE ASSEMBLY 

 

On behalf of the College, we wish all of our students and their families a safe and enjoya-

ble term break and we look forward to welcoming everybody back at the commence-

ment of Term Three on Monday July 15th, 2019. There will be a Whole College Assembly 

commencing at 9:00 a.m. on Monday July 15th, 2019.  

 

Ms. Kubra Sahingoz 

College Operations Officer  












