Assalamu Alaikum,
Dear Parents, Students, Staff and Friends of Mt Hira College,

Monday 3rd:
Ramadan Ends
Tuesday 4th:
Eid Al-Fitr- No School
Wednesday 5th:
Report Writing Day (No Students)
Monday 10th:
Queen’s Birthday - No School
Wednesday 12th:
GAT Exam
Friday 14th:
Assembly - JS
Assembly MS
Thursday 27th:
Whole College Assembly
Friday 25th -Friday 28:
Camp - Year 5
Friday 28th:
Curriculum Day - No School
Friday 28th:
Term Two Ends

We only have four weeks remaining before the end Term Two.
The College will be closed as we celebrate Eid-ul-Fitr on Tuesday,
June 4th 2019 insha-Allah. Report Writing Day is on Wednesday
June 5th 2019. Student will not be required on this day. All students will be required to come back to school from Thursday,
June 6th, 2019.
Years Three, Five, Seven and Nine at Mt Hira College have completed their on-line NAPLAN Tests successfully and I would like
take this opportunity to thank our NAPLAN Co-ordinator Ms. Natasha Padayachee for organising the smooth running of the
tests. I also would like to thank all the staff who have assisted during this important process. Insha-Allah our students will attain
pleasing results.
Our Middle and Senior School students have also sat their Semester One examinations this week (Week 6). I hope they have all
studied incredibly hard and will see the fruits of their hard work
insha-Allah. Our teachers will be busy marking their papers and
writing their reports in the coming weeks. Semester One Student’s Reports will be handed out on Thursday June 27th 2019
which is the last day of Term Two for students.
Please take note that we have taken extra security measures
around the school for the protection of our students and staff.
Please read the letter from me titled ‘College Security Measures’
I would like to take this opportunity to say EID MUBARAK
(BAYRAMINIZ MUBAREK OLSUN) to you all. May this important occasion bring happiness, warmth and peace to your families,
friends, community and the Ummah insha-Allah.
May Allah protect our school and guide us all in His Straight Path
– Amin.
Yours faithfully,
Mr. Kadir Emniyet
Principal

Dear Parents and Students,
Term Two is indeed a busy term with NAPLAN, Ramadan, examinations, semester reports, the VCE GAT and the Year Five camp.
We are now past the mid-way mark into Term Two and have just
wrapped up with examinations. Over the last few weeks, it has been
great to see students revising for their examinations and attending
extra support classes provided by teachers which run before, during
and after-school.
Post- examinations students will have started topics that will be part
of Term Three. It is essential that the final weeks of this term are used
productively and students attend school and do the tasks that their
teachers have set them. Our expectations of students are that they
focus on their studies, keep up the momentum and continue to always conduct themselves in a respectful manner towards their
teachers and peers. We are committed to make sure every student
gets the best out of their education at Mt. Hira College.
Mr. Shefik Sahingoz
Vice-Principal

Dear Junior School,
Junior School has been buzzing with business these past three weeks with new learning experiences, assessments,
incursions, excursions, dance classes etc. It is so important for our children to have a range of experiences that they
are normally not exposed to. These new opportunities provide students with new learnings that can then assist them
in all areas of the curriculum. This is why it is so vital that all students participate in a range of experiences we offer.
Our Marine Ambassadors were part of a peer-teaching program run by the Dolphin Research Institute at
Keysborough Park Primary School. A number of other schools within the Greater Dandenong area were also involved. Our Marine Ambassadors worked with students from these schools to teach some Year One students about
Marine Life and how we can keep them safe. Our students did extremely well in delivering the message by overcoming some their fears in presenting in front of a group. They displayed exceptional team and collaborative working
skills.
Preparations for our Junior School Concert are well under wa. We have held our auditions for our cast and have had
a huge number of students from Year Five participate. The students were given a short script that they had to memorise over two nights. We had a panel of three judges who scored these students in the areas of voice projection,
memorisation, confidence and stage presence. Showing personality was of extreme importance. The judges were
extremely impressed and surprised with some of the talent that exists within our student population. The students who
were successful are Senad Alesevic, Aydin Hasankolli, Samira Aboucham, Azra Ozer, Fatima Syed, Ahu Savas, Alizah
Maryam and Sara Jujic. These students will commence memorising their script and begin their recordings with Mr.
Ozan and the green screen very shortly. We congratulate these students on their success and look forward to seeing
how they progress.
Our Year Five students will be off to their camp in Ballarat to have an amazing historical experience at Sovereign Hill
as well as some great outdoor activities at Log Cabin camp on the 25 th of June. We wish the students and teachers
safe travels and a great time.
It has come to my attention that many parents would like the students at Mt Hira to join in their celebrations of Eid
and birthdays. Most of our families like to bring in goodie bags containing food to share with students. The goodie
bags that are given out to students should not contain any food, this is our College policy as the number of cases of
food allergies are on the rise and we do not wish to put any of our students at risk. Parents are welcome to bring in
goodie bags that have stationary, toys, stickers, etc. As we do not want any of our students to miss out or be upset,
we ask that you refrain from food related goodies or if you are unsure of what is acceptable please check with your
child’s classroom teacher or myself. We appreciate your understanding in this matter.

I would like to take this opportunity to wish our Mt. Hira Community, Eid and Bayram Mubarak. May your festivities be
joyous and prosperous.
Ms. Hulya Ucler
Head of Junior School

TURKEY CULTURAL TOUR (15/4/19 – 28/4/19)
I had the pleasure in organising the 2019 Turkey Cultural Tour for 26 Senior students. We were away for two weeks
and had an awesome experience touring Istanbul, Ankara, Konya, Bursa and Gallipoli. Being part of 57 th Alay
Vefa Yuruyusu was the highlight for me.
NAPLAN
The annual NAPLAN tests for Year Seven and Year Nine were held during Week 4 and all were completed smoothly. We were extremely pleased with the staff and students involved for their co-operation. A big thank you to Ms.
Natasha Padayachee for all her efforts with organising all of testing and materials.
DEBATING
The Mt Hira debating team has been working extremely hard since the beginning of the year to better their speaking skills and have worked incredibly together as a team. The team consists of Leyla Mamudov, Meryem Mamudov,
Akram Broury, Talha Aamer, Meliha Zunic and Yahya Munshi. A very big thank you to their support and guide, Ms.
Ebru Halimoff, who is leading the debating team to success.
The lead up to the competition meant that students had to sacrifice their lunch time to research and prepare their
speeches. On the days of the competitions, the students would stay back at school until 7:00 p.m., working diligently to achieve their best. Rounds that the team have competed in so far consist of the following:
Round 1: Against Haileybury College Newlands Girls on the topic of banning horse racing. As the negative team,
defeated by only one point.
Round 2: Against Sacred Heart Girls College on the topic that all political parties should have quotes for female
candidates. As the affirmative team, defeated by one point.
Round 3: Against Haileybury Girls on the tpic of abolishing standardised testing. As the affirmative team, defeated
the opposition by one point. Our speaker, Leyla Mamudov, was awarded best speaker in this round.
Unfortunately, due to the Eid holiday, the team has had to forfeit the competition for Round 4 (June 4 th). We wish
the debating team success for the 5th round on July 23rd.
MIDDLE SCHOOL ASSEMBLY 24/5/19
Congratulations to all the students for receiving an Award. Year Six students Tijen and Talia thanked everyone for
their hard efforts with the “Pay it forward Food Drive. Year Nine students Leyla and Akram gave an insight into how
they performed with the Debating team this year. We finished our assembly with a fantastic “Bullying Role Play”
performed by our very talented Year Six students Ilknur, Zeina, Ala, Jennet, Azra, Reyhan, Sara and Zeynab.
EXAMINATIONS (27/5/19 – 31/5/19)
Students from Year Six – Year Nine had their Semester One Examinations this week. Students and teachers commenced preparations many weeks prior with note taking, revisions and practise tests. I wish all the students good
luck with achieving their best results.
CORE LEADERS
With the guidance of Ms Shakeri the Core Leaders have done a fantastic job in decorating the Middle School corridor to celebrate Eid. They’ve put ferry lights, lanterns and a poster for everyone to write a Eid message to each
other.
EID
May Allah (SWT) bring our Mt. Hira Community happiness, joy, peace and prosperity on this blessed occasion. Wishing you and your family on this happy occasion an Eid Mubarak and Bayraminiz Mubarek Olsun.
Ms. Ayse Erenlli
Head of Middle School

Assalamu alaykum.
We are more than halfway through the term, which has progressed at an intense pace. All classes have
been working steadily to conclude Semester One learning and assessment programs in a timely manner.
It is pleasing to note that staff and students strove to balance the demands of school work with those of
Ramadan, Alhamdulillah.
Semester One examinations for Middle School and Senior School were held during Week Six (Monday
27th of May to Friday 31st of May). Teachers have been working around the clock to mark the examination papers so that students can receive their results and feedback as soon as possible. Students should
carefully review the feedback they receive and reflect upon their effort and study habits in the weeks
leading up to the examination period.
Although the weather has become colder and the flu season has begun, students must ensure they attend school regularly and maintain a minimum attendance rate of 80%. Senior School students are reminded to e-mail their teachers if they are absent on the day of an assessment task. Furthermore, VCE
students must consult a doctor on the day of their absence and obtain a medical certificate which
should be passed to the Head of Senior School upon the student’s return to school. Parents should note
that the school day commences at 8:37 a.m. and students are expected to be punctual to their morning
Form Class. Even though this is a short session, it is the main forum through which Form Teachers convey
important messages and reminders, distribute notices and forms, issue Uniform Passes and check on students’ wellbeing.
All Senior School students who are enrolled in a VCE Unit 3 and 4 course are required to complete the
General Achievement Test (GAT). The GAT is administered by the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment
Authority (VCAA) and will be conducted from 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. on Wednesday the 12th of June. An
information session about the GAT was held in the Senior Lecture Theatre on Monday the 27th of May and
students were provided with a resource pack including their personalised assessment schedule, a brochure about the GAT, a past GAT paper including sample essay responses and answers to multiplechoice questions, and a checklist to prepare for the day of the GAT. Following the GAT, Year Twelve students will have an information session about applying for university courses for 2020, special consideration applications for university entry and scholarship opportunities.
Our Year Twelve students have been very busy completing numerous School-Assessed Coursework (SAC)
tasks and preparing for the Unit 3 trial examinations over the last couple of weeks. In order to provide
some stress relief and promote a sense of togetherness, the College hosted the Year Twelve students for
iftar on Thursday the 23rd of May at the Pillars of Guidance Community Centre (PGCC) in Doveton. After
breaking our fast, we prayed in the PGCC Mosque before tucking into a bountiful buffet featuring international cuisine at the Pillars Restaurant. Staff and students enjoyed the opportunity to share a meal and
converse in a relaxed setting away from classrooms. The College Captains have written a short reflection
about this special event (see next page).
After the sacred month of Ramadan, we are all looking forward to celebrating Eid-Ul-Fitr. I wish everyone
a most joyous celebration - Eid Mubarak!
Ms. Nazreen Amirudin
Head of Senior School

Year Twelve Iftar at Pillars of Guidance Community
The Year Twelve Iftar at PGCC was truly an experience to be remembered. The assortment of food provided had us coming back for seconds and even thirds. But there was truly nothing more special than
spending leisure time with our friends. This experience gave us the opportunity to relieve us of the stress of
Year Twelve for a night and relax with our friends and teachers. Thank you truly for this memorable experience!
Sufeeyatuz Jali, College Captain
The month of Ramadan is coming to a close but Alhamdulillah, the Tear Twelve students and the staff
were able to experience a blessed Iftar with one another before we say goodbye to this holy month. After a hardworking end to the school day, completing our last English SAC for Unit 3, the Iftar at PGCC
was the perfect way to calm our minds and break our fast with our beloved teachers. We bonded over
amazing food and collectively the Iftar gave us an opportunity to experience the blessings of Ramadan
and share its bounties amongst ourselves. But of course this would not have been possible without the
amazing effort by the leadership team that organised this memorable event. Jazakum allah Allah kheir.
May Allah SWT accept our fasting and good deeds in Ramadan. Ameen.
Samir Daknach, College Captain

Dear Students, Parents and Guardians,
The last few weeks have been both a busy and stressful time for Middle and Senior School students who have just completed their Semester One Examinations.

This was a new experience for our current Year Six cohort, who have sat their first
set of examinations at Mt Hira College in their classrooms. Considering this was
their first experience of the examination conditions and setting, the students behaved and completed the examinations in an excellent manner. This opportunity will help them become accustomed to performing extremely well in examinations later in their schooling years.

It was also a big change for our Year Nine cohort, who have moved out of their
classrooms and into the Gym to sit examinations with over 150 other students. It
is a very particular skill to be able to work and perform to your best ability in a
strangely quiet environment with such a big crowd of people under the duress
of a time limit.

I would like to congratulate all students for their positive approach to the examinations. The students should be proud of their preparation and conduct this past
week. I would also like to thank the teachers for their hard work in preparing,
marking and providing detailed feedback for all of the examinations completed
(over 1,300 of them) to help the students improve in the future.
Lastly, I would like to wish all the current Unit 3&4 VCE students the best of luck
for their upcoming GAT Examination on the 12th of June.

Mr. Jack Franklin
Head of Student Engagement and Administration

Assalamu Alaikum Esteemed Brothers and Sisters,
We had the opportunity as staff members to enjoy a fruitful staff iftar dinner on the 27 th of May,
2019. Thank you to the staff who contributed by organising the event and attending the venue.
In Surat Al-Qadr ayah 1-3 Allah Almighty states: “Indeed, We sent the Qur'an down during the
Night of Decree. And what can make you know what is the Night of Decree? The Night of Decree
is better than a thousand months.” In a hadith the Prophet (saw) states: “Whoever stands in Prayers and worships on the night of power, with complete faith and with sincere hope of gaining reward, all his previous sins are forgiven.” Also, he recommended to make the following dua: “O
Allah You are The One Who pardons greatly, and loves to pardon, so pardon me.”
While carrying the abundant spiritual pleasure and happiness of Ramadan, and the sadness of
approaching the last days of the month, we are experiencing the joy and excitement of
reaching the night that is better than a thousand months, the Night of Qadr.
The Night of Qadr, is an exceptional night where the most important event of history took place,
the descension of the Holy Quran, being revealed by Almighty Allah in different stages.
The Holy Quran places a separate importance, meaning, and value to the Holy Night of Qadr.
This is because the Quran expressed that people worship and obey Allah alone referring to his
honourable existence on this night. The Quran shows individuals, families, nations and humanity as
a whole the way to be happy and peaceful. It emphasizes the importance of working, to earn
lawfully, and to be successful. It wants humanity to acquire the supreme qualities of honesty, respect, and fairness. As individuals and a society, it informs us of our responsibilities.
The Night of Qadr is a great opportunity for us to elevate ourselves into a new spiritual climate,
with our month long intense and prosperous worship. Therefore we, during this night, should benefit from this occasion. We should promise ourselves to repent for our sins, to feel remorse, and try
not to repeat them. A section from the Diyanet Sermon.
Mr. Muhammed Sezgin
Head of Religious Affairs

AUSTRALIAN APPRENTICESHIPS PATHWAYS WEBSITE
The Australian Apprenticeships Pathways website provides apprenticeship and traineeship pathways information. Visit it at: https://www.aapathways.com.au/

THE GOOD CAREERS GUIDE WEBSITE
The Good Careers Guide website helps you explore careers that match your skills and interests.
Check it out at: https://www.goodcareersguide.com.au/

Cyber Safety
We understand that it is certainly difficult to keep up with the ways that our children are using new
and ever-changing technologies. Our children are immersed in a society that has become dependent on powerful computers, including cell phones, iPods, gaming stations and other portable
wireless high-tech devices.
The online world is part of everyday life for many children and young people. It is a huge virtual
playground where they can play, learn and socialise. Despite the numerous benefits of such technologies, networking devices also provide features such as instant messaging which come with
risks such as the ability for potential strangers to communicate with your child.
Creating responsible and safe cyber-citizens can be achieved through a collaborative approach
between parents and teachers. However, parents do play a crucial role in helping their children
get the best out of the online world particularly when involved in recognising and managing inappropriate use or negative impact…
Signs that your child’s online activity may be having a negative impact on them or on your family include:
 Less interest in social activities like meeting friends or playing sport
 Not doing so well at school
 Tiredness, sleep disturbance, headaches, eye strain
 Changes in eating patterns
 Reduced personal hygiene
 Obsession with particular websites or games
 Extreme anger when being asked to take a break from online activity
 Appearing anxious or irritable when away from the computer
 Becoming withdrawn from friends and family
Help your child manage their online time
Use the available technology:
 Parental controls are software tools that allow you to monitor and limit what your child sees
and does online. But be honest and open with your children about why and how you want
to use these technologies.
 There are also apps and software to measure online time as well as set time limits on device
use or internet access.
 To find out more information about parental controls or to seek help in establishing controls,
please make an appointment with our Wellbeing team.
Set boundaries for digital device use in your home
Device-free zones and times can help you manage screen time. For example, your family plan
could include rules like this:
no devices in the bedroom for younger children
all screens off in bedrooms after a certain time for older children
all screens off at least one hour before planned bedtime
all family members switch off at dinner time
devices charged overnight in a place your child cannot access
If you have any questions, please feel free to make an appointment with our Wellbeing team.
Please make every effort to attend the upcoming Internet Safety Presentations that will be run by
the College in the coming weeks. Details will be advertised through SEQTA and flyers will be sent
home with students.
Ms. Sue Apak
Head of Wellbeing

Dear Parents and Guardians,
We are fast approaching the end of a busy semester. Students in Years Six Twelve have been working very hard in preparation for their current examinations.
A few weeks ago, students in Year Three, Year Five, Year Seven and Year Nine
had completed their Numeracy NAPLAN tests, which were conducted online for
the first time. Math teachers ensured that students were well prepared for this by
conducting practice online NAPLAN tests, incorporating practice questions in
their lessons and setting them for homework also.
Looking ahead to Term Three, we will be running the Australian Mathematics
Competition from Years Three to Ten. Well done to students who have returned
their permission slips and given themselves the opportunity to gain a rewarding
experience within this competition.
Students should speak to their Mathematics teacher for more information on the
Australian Mathematics Competition.
Mr. Fan Wang is running lunchtime subject specific support sessions for our Senior
School students during Ramadan. In Week 8, these sessions will run after school a
follows: Unit 1 Methods on Mondays, Unit 3 Methods on Tuesdays, Unit 1 General
on Wednesdays and Unit 3 Further on Thursdays. These sessions will be conducted from 3.45 p.m. - 4.30 p.m. in SC1. Students are encouraged to attend these
sessions for help or to complete outstanding homework. Lunchtime math club
sessions are run every Tuesday for students in Years Six to Ten.
The Mathematics domain wishes everyone a happy Eid with their families.

Regards,
Ms. Fulya Evcimen
Mathematics Domain Leader

Dear Parents and Guardians,
Thus far, Semester One has been very busy for the English Domain!
Our students in Year Three, Year Five, Year Seven and Year Nine have completed their Literacy
and Numeracy NAPLAN tests, which were conducted online for the first time. Many thanks to our
Year Six English teacher Ms. Natasha Padayachee for co-ordinating this testing and ensuring that
it was able to run smoothly and successfully.
Furthermore, there are current several writing competitions students are invited to participate in:




UNSW Bragg Student Prize for Science Writing (Year 7 – Year 10)
Insight Creative Writing Competition (Year 7 – Year 12)
The Future Leaders Writing Prize (Year 11 and Year 12)

Students should speak to their English teacher for more information on how to enter these competitions.
Our hard working VCE English teaching staff are also running revision sessions for Senior School students on after-school on Mondays and Wednesdays and Thursdays at lunch time. Students are
encouraged to attend these sessions for English help or
to complete outstanding homework.

Finally, in April, our Year Nine Debating Team, led by Ms. Halimoff, won their first debate in the Debaters Association Victoria debating competition which runs at Haileybury College. Year Nine students, Leyla Mamudov, Akram Broury and Yayha Munshi represented our College and completed
against Haileybury Girls. It was a tight contest and we were lucky to come away with a much deserved win. Leyla Mamudov was also named Best Speaker for the debate. All students involved in
the debating team are putting in a lot of effort to ensure that debating runs successfully and we
are very proud to have them represent our College.
Ms. Megan Barling
English Domain Leader

Dear Students and Parents and Guardians,
Our focus and priority in the LOTE department so far this year was on motivating our students to engage in meaningful learning experiences in class through games, small group work, projects, team
teaching and the use of online resources. As we are now settled in, this approach has helped the
teachers reach out to all students by catering to their specific needs while taking into account
their level. I would like to request the parents to continue to support their children learning at home
as much as possible, which will benefit them tremendously.
I would like to share some online resources we are supplementing our teaching with in both Turkish
and Arabic. These resources can easily be accessed at home to further your children’s learning:
www.arabilicious.com: It is a free online resource. It is a portal for both primary and secondary students.
www.alefbata.com: It is a comprehensive online resource by subscription. The college purchased
it to support the learning of Arabic. Your child has received a username and password to use it
both inside and outside the classroom.
www.fluentin3months.com/online-arabic-classes: It is an online portal with several languages to
learn. It has Turkish and Arabic lessons that cater for different levels of proficiency.
www.studystack.com: It is an online resource with many activities that we also use in Turkish and
Arabic.
The highlight of Term Two was the International Children’s Festival where the Junior School students
celebrated by performing poems, songs, speeches in both Turkish and Arabic and English. The
themes revolved around peace, harmony and friendship. All attendees enjoyed the presentations
which showcased the hard work of the Head of School, teachers and students.
Please do not hesitate to communicate with the Turkish and Arabic teachers should you have a
query or a request. We will be very happy to help.

Kind Regards,
Dr. Samir Dorhmi
LOTE Domain Leader

Dear Parents and Guardians,
It is a busy time for our VCE Studio Arts students as they are finishing their Unit 1 and 3 portfolios respectively. Lots of
interesting work is well underway, including pieces that will feature in our end of year VCE Art Exhibition.
A reminder that Art Club continues this term for Middle School Students to extend their skills in the arts, every Tuesday
afterschool and Wednesday lunchtime. These time brackets also represent an opportunity for VCE students to seek
additional support or purely use the art room and its materials for their portfolio development.

Our Middle and Secondary students are currently finishing off their semester units and we are now in the process of
taking down all the top achieving art works from our 2018, Semester Two courses. Our Middle School Art Wall is almost ready for its next incarnation (with the works pictured above now available to be taken home).
The wall will likely feature the following works:
Adlina Alieu 10T
Claire Mutie 10T
Sheema Asher 8T
Abbas Alagic 8T
Ala Wazeer 6T
Adem Efe Temel 6T
Luciana Brown 6M
Layla Quinn 6M
Thank you.
Mr. Michael Hawkins
Art Domain Leader

On behalf of Mt Hira College, we wish every family a happy and very blessed Eid-Al
-Fitr (Ramazan Bayrami).
The College will be closed for Eid on Tuesday 4th June and it is a student-free day
on Report Writing Day, Wednesday 5th June.
We look forward to welcoming students back on Thursday June 6th 2019.

Ms. Kubra Sahingoz
College Operations Officer

