Assalamu Alaikum,
Dear Parents, Students, Staff and Friends of Mt Hira College,
Welcome back to Term Two. I hope you all had a restful two week break.

Tuesday 14th - Thursday 16th:
NAPLAN - Years 3/5/7/9
Friday 24th:
Whole College Assembly
Monday 27th - Friday 31st:
Examinations - Years 7 - 12

Monday 3rd:
Ramadan Ends
Tuesday 4th:
Eid Al-Fitr- No School
Wednesday 5th:
Report Writing Day (No Students)
Monday 10th:
Queen’s Birthday - No School
Wednesday 12th:
GAT Exam
Friday 14th:
Whole College Assembly

As you are aware Mt Hira College took 26 Senior School students and 6 staff
members to Turkey for a 13 day Cultural Tour organised by the Turkish Government’s Youth and Sports Ministry. We took off from Melbourne International Airport on Monday night, April 15th 2019. After 24 hours we landed at the NEW Istanbul Airport. We were greeted by two wonderful people Sukru bey and Buse
hanim (Government officials) from Genclik ve Spor Bakanligi. We were then
taken to our five star hotel in Istanbul in a huge luxurious coach. So our Turkey
Cultural Tour began in Istanbul. After three days in Istanbul we went to the capital city Ankara. The Minister for Youth and Sports, the Honourable Dr. Mehmet
Muharrem Kasapoglu welcomed us in his office and presented our students
with a gift. After leaving Ankara we drove south to beautiful spiritual city of
Konya where we visited Mevlana Jalaleddin Rumi’s tomb and mosque. Our
next stop was Bursa – the first capital city of the Ottoman Empire and where
the first 6 Sultans are buried. We then moved to our final destination Canakkale
(Gallipoli) where we attended the commemorations of the Turkish and ANZAC
programs. After twelve days of visiting five major cities, it was time to head
back to Melbourne. The whole group returned on Sunday night, April 28 th 2019
safe and sound, alhamdulillah, with a lifetime of memories to share with their
friends, teachers, parents and family. In a nutshell, quoting the majority of students; “It was an awesome experience.” The College envisages that this will be
an annual event for our Senior School students in the future years, insha-Allah.
As the Principal, who also attended this tour, I would like to thank the following:
the Turkish Government for organising this trip, the School Board and the Head
of College Mr. Nadir Yildiz, Ms. Ayse Erenli, Mr. Jack Franklin, Ms. Sebnem Sahal
and Ms. Khatera Shakeri (staff members who attended and were on duty 24/7
for 13 days!), all the parents and guardians who entrusted their children to us
and finally last but not least the 26 students who attended this unforgettable
trip to Turkey and who were always (almost) on their best behaviour – congratulations and thank you!
I would like to take this opportunity to say Ramadan Kareem to you all. May
Allah accept our fasting, good deeds, prayers and offerings during this holy
month. May we all reach Eid (Bayram) healthier, wiser and spiritually higher
insha-Allah.
I would also like to mention an invitation we received from the Hon. Mark Dreyfus QC MP (Federal Member for Isaacs) who invited us to his father’s (Mr
George Dreyfus OAM - renowned Australian composer) concert at Cheltenham Secondary College last week. Our two College captain’s (Samir Daknach
and Sufeeyatuz Jali, our Music Teacher Mr. Ozan Toprak and myself attended
and presented Mr Dreyfus with a Kangaroo Paw – a native Australian plant.
Finally, just a reminder that NAPLAN Testing will commence next week. I wish all
our students the very best. I hope you all try very hard and give it your best
shot. Please take this test seriously as it is important for your future years and is a
record of your abilities, skills and accomplishments so far in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9.
I wish you all a very blessed fruitful Ramadan.
May Allah protect our school and guide us all in His Straight Path – Amin.

Yours faithfully,
Mr. Kadir Emniyet
Principal

Dear Parents and Students,
I hope that everyone has come back to Term Two energised and having taken
some time over the term break to not only relax but also reflect and revise.
Learning is all about making connections and to make the most out of your
learning time, it’s important to take notes and reflect regularly.
Over the term break, we have also been busy implementing a series of new security measures. I'd like to update everyone on the latest with regards to our
College security. The first series of works having already started:
- Front gate entry via office intercom system
- Front gate - new cameras and lighting
- New electronic back gate leading to the Mosque/Greens Rd. with cameras
and lighting
- Mosque front gate and surrounding area cameras and lighting
The College is also hopeful in securing a grant application through the Federal
Government for extended security measures to be implemented across the
grounds. These include the likes of replacing all doors in the College with electronic tag entry and the ability to trigger electronic lockdown of all doors within
the College at once. If we are successful in securing the funds necessary to undertake such a huge investment, the College community will continue to see
many new security upgrades aimed at ensuring all staff, students and visitors
are additionally protected.
As staff, we have also commenced a series of training and will soon commence emergency drills (lockdown, evacuation, fire) which we will continue to
adapt and practice. The College leadership are committed to continuing this
strong focus on security into the near future.
Mr. Shefik Sahingoz
Vice-Principal

Dear Junior School,
I would like to start off with saying happy Ramadan to you all. It has been great to see the beautiful Ramadan spirit embrace the school with decorations and students fasting. Some of our younger students who
are quite enthusiastic to be a part of the Ramadan spirit have been fasting, and have been feeling a little
lethargic after lunch time. It is great to see them develop patience, perseverance and resilience.
We have had our Year Two and Year Four swimming program, which is a very important component of
Health and PE as swimming is an essential life skill to have.
Our annual International Children’s Day celebration performances displayed some of the talents of our students and teachers. We had some great performances which focused on peace, tolerance and love. Instilling these values in our children is very important especially in this day and age.
Just a kind reminder that learning does commence at 8:40 a.m. Parents were reminded to leave the corridors at 8:37 a.m. and then ushered out at 8:40 a.m last term. This enabled the prompt commencement of
classes. We would like to continue this without having to remind parents of these expectations. Students
are not be accompanied to their classes, and teachers are not to be interrupted while they are teaching;
this includes the Year Three, Four and Five classes which are not located in the corridors. Thank you all for
your support.

Ms. Hulya Ucler
Head of Junior School

The Year Sixes organised a food drive for refugees and asylum seekers as part of their learning
this term. They wanted to take a hands-on approach in understanding how the lives of refugees and asylum seekers are different to ours and understand the struggles they go through.
As part of their Migration topic in Humanities, the year six students wanted to have the experience of giving to others. This project has become a huge success as it has been run through
the whole school and the entire school community has gotten involved. The project has been
running for two weeks and the year six students really appreciate all the donations that have
been made.

Ms. Diala Nahas on behalf of Ms. Ayse Erenli
Humanities Domain Leader.

Assalamu alaykum.
Welcome back to school! I hope everyone had a refreshing and productive break over the Term One holidays. I
would like to thank the VCE teachers who gave up their time to run extra classes in the holidays. While many students made an effort to attend these special classes, there were a number of students who missed one or more
classes. Students are reminded to make every attempt to attend all extra classes, whether they are held in the
school holidays or during the term. These sessions provide students with an opportunity to learn from their teachers
in a small-group setting and seek assistance with specific topics or areas of difficulty.
Students in Senior School are receiving additional support to develop their literacy and numeracy skills. Mr. Fan
Wang is supporting students in their Mathematics classes and is also tutoring students in small groups before school
and at lunchtime. Ms. Josephine Wright has just joined the English Domain and is assisting students in their English
classes and during VCE study periods. Students are encouraged to attend the support classes and should see their
English or Mathematics teachers for further information with regards to the schedule.
Semester One examinations for Middle School and Senior School will be held during Week Six (Monday 27 th of May
to Friday 31st of May). Timetables were distributed to students at the end of Week Three and students should be preparing for their examinations with the guidance of their teachers. VCE students are advised to use Edrolo, their
online study resource, when revising for the upcoming assessment period. Edrolo is designed to provide students
with engaging, informative and comprehensive presentations to help them understand and learn more effectively.
I would like to conclude by sharing some feedback and photographs from our first cultural tour of Turkey. A group
of 26 Senior School students and six staff members participated in this tour from the 15 th of April to the 28th of April.
The tour group had a safe trip, Alhamdulillah, and enjoyed their experiences immensely. They visited a number of
cities and were fortunate to see many amazing landmarks. I would like to thank Ms. Ayse Erenli who worked
throughout Term One to organise the tour.
I wish everyone a blessed and rewarding Ramadan. May Allah accept our fasting and good deeds in this holy
month.
Ms. Nazreen Amirudin
Head of Senior School

During the last week of Term One, the Year Eleven students took part in the College’s annual VCE Retreat. It was a
challenging and enjoyable experience for all the students involved. I thought it would be better for the students to
tell you about the experience themselves. Thank you to Dilara and Eren for their recollections.
Eren Tan
Retreat was a very enjoyable experience. I liked taking a break from school, classes and reality. The best part was
stepping out of my confront zone and doing the giant swing. It was a very nerve racking but very enjoyable experience. I also enjoyed praying five times a day with my classmates and waking up at 6 am every morning. I enjoyed
racing my friends on the billy carts down the giant hill. The food they gave us was very nice and unique. I enjoyed
the Lasagne and burgers that they made us for dinner. It was also fun to study with my class mates on a daily basis.
We went for a night walk with our torches and went around the mountains. Overall retreat was a great experience
to see your teachers outside of school, socialise more with them, and participate in fun activities. I would recommend going on retreat to every other Mt Hira student.
Dilara Isci
On the first of April, the Year Elevens went on a trip to Allambee. When we got there, it was really cool being up on
a hilltop with the cabins looking right over the mountains. You could see the sunrise every morning before fajr prayer. On the first day everyone was really excited as we got to do the giant swing. The feel of when your classmates
would let go of the rope was such an adrenaline rush. After that we had a trivia night, which personally was my favourite part of the trip. We had to guess songs and do challenges that Mr Franklin had prepared and it was so good
to see the teachers outside of the school environment and seeing how comfortable they are. There was also a
common room which had been bags as chairs and we’d have our study/ classes on.
The food there was also amazing! And the dessert was even better. It felt really homey especially as our cabins
were so cool, it was like having a sleep over with your friends. The rest of the activities were really fun and the bush
walk was amazing. I enjoyed and appreciated each moment.

Mr. Jack Franklin
Head of Student Engagement and Administration

Assalamu Alaikum Warahmatullahi Wabarakatuhu,
I pray to Allah that the holy month of Ramadan will bring peace, tranquillity and happiness to the world. During the
Term One Holiday break, we had the privilege to host the President of Religious Affairs (Diyanet). Prof. Ali Erbas
thanked Keysborough Turkish Islamic and Cultural Centre and Mount Hira College for the service they have contributed to the Muslim community.
Who is Prof Ali Erbas?
He was born in 1961 in the Yeşilyurt village of Kabadüz district of the Ordu province. He graduated from the Sakarya
Imam-Hatip School in 1984. He served as religious personnel in various different mosques affiliated to Diyanet’s Istanbul Mufti Office between 1982 and 1993.
Erbaş completed his masters degree at the Marmara University Theology Faculty Department of Hermeneutics in
1987 with his thesis entitled, “Repetitions in Quran” and PhD degree in the Department of History of Religions in 1993
with his thesis entitled, “Belief in Angels in Divine Religions”.
Between 1988 and 1990, he participated in specialisation courses for masters and PhD students at the İstanbul Haseki
Training Center.
In 1993, he was appointed to the Sakarya University Theology Faculty Department of History of Religions as an Associated Professor. In July and August of 1994, he carried out research studies about History of Religions and Theology in
the libraries of the Centre George Pompidou and Sorbonne University in Paris. Later at the start of the 1996-1997 academic year, he carried out his research and studies at the Strasbourg Human Science University as guest academician.
He returned to Turkey at the beginning of 1997-1998 academic year and became Associate Professor in November
of 1998 and Professor in January of 2004.
Between 1993 and 2006, he served as the President of the Department of History of Religions and during the same
period he also served as the President of Philosophy and Theology Science.
He served as the Deputy Dean at the Sakarya University Theology Faculty for five years between 1997 and 2002 and
served as the Dean of the same university for two terms between 2006 and 2011. He worked as Senate Member of
the Sakarya University between 2003 and 2011 as well as member of the Executive Board of the same university between 2006 and 2011.
In 2011, he was appointed to the General Directorate of Education Services at Diyanet.
Prof. Dr. Ali Erbaş was appointed as the Rector of the Yalova University Rector on July 8 th, 2017.
He has been appointed as the President of Diyanet on September 17 th, 2017.
President of Diyanet Erbaş has published 12 books, numerous articles at home and abroad, has presented numerous
papers at international and domestic symposiums and conferences and speaks excellent Arabic and French.
https://www.diyanet.gov.tr/en-US/Person/Detail//10343/the-president-of-religious-affairs
Mr. Muhammed Sezgin
Head of Religious Affairs

Australian Apprenticeship Pathways
You will be able to undertake apprenticeship aptitude tests, find local
apprenticeship and group training centres, and learn about different
trade occupations. For more information, visit:
www.aapathways.com.au/
Victoria University Information Evenings

Get insights into course options and hear directly from current students
and academics at Victoria University. The information evenings will run
from 6.30 p.m. to 7.30 p.m. at a number of Victoria University campuses.
For more information, visit: http://study.vu.edu.au/information-sessions
Casey Tech School Science Events

Careers Coordinator

Students have been engaged in many different facets of Science activities during this semester. As the semester exams are approaching, I encourage students to concentrate more in their learning of Science by constant revision of
the work covered in class by using study cards, summary notes, revision posters etc.
Wish you all a successful Semester ahead and RAMADAN MUBARAK TO ALL!

Mr. Peter Louis
Science Domain Leader

Term One has been a busy term in Psychology. The Year Eleven Students have been exploring the brain and nervous
system, completing a range of activities including decorating edible jelly brains, creating model neurons and dissecting a sheep’s brain. They now know about the lobes of the brain and the function of each. They’ve discovered
different types of neurons and what happens in a reflex response. Ask them to show you the visual superman and tell
you about Phineas Gage.
The Year Twelve students also started the year looking at the nervous system, pretending they were parts of a neuron
with sparklers and bubbles. Their learning then moved onto stress where they completed surveys discovering if they
were Type A or B personality and how to manage their stress with exercise and a quick progressive muscle relaxation. They learned the GAS dance know all about the effect of the stress hormone cortisol on the body. The students
moved onto learning topic, where they classically conditioned unsuspecting friends and family and re-enacted the
famous Bobo doll experiment.
Psych Help runs fortnightly Thursday afterschool, if any student needs any extra help.
Looking forward to a fun Term Two!

Ms. Sarah Baeffel
VCE Psychology Teacher

This week has been an eventful week for Humanities.
The Year Sevens have been busy creating their own mummies as part of their Ancient Egypt History unit.
The students are learning about the practices and beliefs of the Ancient Egyptian
communities, by creating their own mummified apples. Students decorated their
‘tombs’ with hieroglyphs and then incorporated their mathematical and scientific
skills into their Humanities activity by measuring special ingredients to mummify their
apple ‘mummies’.
Before the end of the term, we aim to determine the significance of the mummification process and whether it was a successful method to preserve the noble men
and women of Ancient Egypt.

Ms. Diala Nahas
Humanities Domain Leader

Dear Parents/Guardians,
Welcome back to Term Two.
The Year 2 and 4 students participated in a swimming program at Toby Haenen Swim Centre in Chelsea
Heights during the first two weeks of this term.
The Year 5 and 6 students are currently involved in the Noble Park District Winter Interschool Sports. Students participate in a variety of sports (AFL, soccer, netball and tee ball) and compete against other
schools on Thursdays. Thank you in advance to the coaches – Mr. David Tudor, Mr. Serdar Eroglu, Mr.
Jack Franklin, Ms. Bekije Shpetimi, Ms. Rukiye Tan and Ms. Mazni Muhammed Kadir for constantly coaching and guiding the students during Interschool Sports.
We also had some students from Years 7-10 represent the College at the District Cross Country in the 3km
and 5km run categories. The HPE domain is pleased to announce we had roughly 50% of our students finish within the top 15 runners of their specific age group. Most of these fantastic runners will be representing the Dandenong Region at regional cross country in Term 3. Congratulations to all students.
Some notable achievements were:
Year 7- Eltigani Adam (4th place)
Year 8- Zeyd Yazar (7th place)
Year 8- Zeina Mohamad (7th place)
Year 8- Insyirah Muhammad Kadir (14th place)
Year 9- Fulin Kurt- (5th place)
Year 9- Ayca Akyol (7th place)
Year 9- Esra Ozyurek (11th place)
Year 10- Aanas Mahmoud- (3rd place)
Year 10- Jaydin Saliu (15th place)
Year 10- Mariam Albir (3rd place)
Lunch time training will continue and students are urged to check the timetable provided by the HPE Domain in order to find out more. Please note that only certain year levels are currently involved. The HPE
Domain also introduced a new initiative in Term Two where Middle and Senior school students will be participating in Interhouse competition during lunch time on Friday. House points will be up for grabs during
the competition.
Year 11 and 12 students participated in the Senior Interschool sports in badminton and outdoor soccer.
We are proud to have both the badminton and soccer teams finishing third in their pool however did not
qualify for the finals. Nonetheless well done once again!
Finally, Mt Hira College was privileged to welcome five players from the Melbourne Football Club to run
an incursion program with the Year 3 and 5 students. Many thanks to the players who attended. All students really enjoyed their football clinic with them. We hope to continue the partnership with Melbourne
Football Club in the future.
Looking forward to a great term ahead.
Mr. Desmond Khoo
Health and Physical Education Domain Leader

On Monday 6th May I had the privilege to deliver plants and condolences on behalf of Mt Hira College to Dhamma Sarana Buddhist Temple, Compassion Christian Church and Killester College. We wanted to
support these places and people after the tragic events of the 2019 Sri
Lanka Easter Bombings. Mr. Muhammed and I delivered the plants
and letters to the Buddhist Temple and the Church first of all, and then
made our final stop at Killester College in Springvale. We presented an
olive plant and card to the board members of the school. They intend
to plant the tree and place a plaque by the tree for this occasion,
from Mt Hira College.
Our thoughts are with those affected by the 2019 Sri Lanka Easter
Bombings.
Tahaullah Ibrahimi 11M

Bill Rogers - Student Behaviour Management & Engagement Seminar
On Saturday 4th May, Mt Hira College teaching and support staff from across Foundation to Year
12 gave up their Saturday to partake in a creative and humorous professional develop seminar by
education consultant Mr. Bill Rogers. Mr. Rogers is renowned on world scale for his tried and tested
practices in multiple areas of education, particularly in Classroom Management. He frequently
runs seminars on a global scale and has authored many journal articles and books. We were very
fortunate to have Mr. Rogers come to Mt Hira to share his unique skills and resources. His seminar
was designed to heighten behavioural awareness, both in staff management styles and in student
behaviour. The College staffing team are excited to implement some of the notions and practices
that Mr. Rogers shared with us. His practical examples pave the way to less disruptive classrooms
and more quality teaching time. A huge thank you Mr. Bill Rogers and all teaching staff whom attended!

Ms. Kubra Sahingoz
College Operations Officer

Sara Jujic 5M
Yousra Sayyed FM
Nail Kullu 4M
Inayah Rizvi FH
Mrs Amani Arnous
Mrs Halime Yenilmez

For Sale

Used School Items
9M Text Books
Female School Uniform:
X 2 Skirts Size-16/18
X 2 Shirts Size-14/16

Turkish Psychologist

1 x Jumper Size-16

0425 536 677

1 x Sports T-Shirt 16
1 x Blazer Size-16
Call Nada El-Masri on 0457 773 666
For further enquries

