..the choice for quality, harmony, safety and care.

Acceptable Use Policy

PURPOSE

Whilst the Internet and 24/7 online access provide a wealth of information and opportunities for learning,
they also present risks that must be managed responsibly.

The purpose of this Acceptable Use Policy is to ensure that all students use digital technologies safely,
responsibly and ethically in a manner that supports learning, protects student wellbeing and reflects the
values and expectations of Mt Hira College.

This Policy operates in conjunction with the College’s Information and Communication Technology (ICT)
Policy and forms part of the College’s Child Safety Program.

SCOPE
This Policy applies to all students who access or use:

- College-provided devices

- College networks and internet services

- Digital platforms, learning systems and communication tools
- Personal devices used within the College environment

This Policy applies during school hours, during school-related activities and, where relevant, outside school
hours where there is a clear and close connection to the College community.

POLICY CONTEXT
Mt Hira College provides access to digital technologies to support teaching and learning. The College
implements filtering, monitoring and supervision systems to reduce exposure to harmful or inappropriate

content.

However, no technological system is completely foolproof. Students are therefore expected to exercise
responsible judgement and demonstrate appropriate digital behaviour at all times.

Students are expected to demonstrate good character, integrity and digital citizenship in their use of
technology.

CHILD SAFETY
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Mt Hira College is committed to providing a safe digital environment for all students.
Students must use digital technologies in a manner that does not place themselves or others at risk.
This includes avoiding and reporting:

- Cyberbullying or harassment

- Inappropriate or harmful content

- Unsafe or suspicious online interactions

- Any behaviour that may compromise the safety or wellbeing of others

Any concerns related to online safety must be reported immediately to a teacher or staff member and will
be managed in accordance with College procedures.

COLLEGE RESPONSIBILITIES
The College will:

- Provide a filtered and monitored internet service

- Supervise student use of digital technologies

- Promote digital citizenship and online safety

- Provide guidance and education on safe technology use

- Maintain and support College ICT systems and devices

- Work in partnership with parents to support responsible use

STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES

Students are expected to demonstrate responsible digital citizenship at all times.
Respectful and Ethical Behaviour

Students must:

- Act with courtesy, respect and integrity

- Use appropriate and polite communication

- Not engage in bullying, harassment or intimidation

- Respect the rights, privacy and dignity of others

- Not access, create or distribute inappropriate, offensive or illegal material
- Not plagiarise or breach copyright laws

Safe and Secure Use
Students must:

- Keep passwords secure and confidential

- Use only their own accounts

- Protect personal information

- Not share personal details without permission

- Immediately report inappropriate content or unsafe situations
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Students acknowledge that:

- Their use of digital technologies may be monitored
- Files, communications and activity on College systems are not private
- They are responsible for all activity conducted under their account

Responsible Use of Technology
Students must:

- Use digital technologies for educational purposes as directed

- Follow teacher instructions when using devices or online platforms
- Not attempt to bypass security systems or filters

- Not install unauthorised software or alter system settings

- Not interfere with the operation of College ICT systems

Online Safety Expectations
Students must:

- Not arrange to meet in person with individuals met online

- Seek permission before sharing images or content involving others
- Critically evaluate information found online

- Recognise that online content may remain accessible indefinitely

BREACHES AND CONSEQUENCES
Failure to comply with this Policy may result in:

- Suspension or restriction of ICT access
- Behaviour management actions in accordance with the Student Behaviour Policy
- Further disciplinary action depending on the severity of the breach

Serious breaches, including those involving student safety, will be managed in accordance with the
College’s Child Safety and Wellbeing framework.

All incidents are managed in accordance with College procedures and recorded where required.

AGREEMENT

Students and parents/guardians are required to acknowledge and agree to this Acceptable Use Policy as a
condition of accessing College ICT resources.
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| acknowledge that | have read and understood the Acceptable Use Policy and agree to comply with its
requirements.

Student Name:

Student Signature:

Parent/Guardian Name:

Parent/Guardian Signature:

Date:

Related Documents

e Child Safety and Wellbeing Policy
e Student Duty of Care Policy

* |CT Policy

e Privacy Policy

e Staff Code of Conduct

e Child Safety Code of Conduct

e Child Safe Standards Risk Register
e Child Safety Records Management Policy
e Complaints Handling Policy

e Incident Reporting Procedures

e Student Code of Conduct

Policy Governance Information

Review Date: February 2026

Approved by the Board on: March 2026

Next Scheduled Review: February 2028

Responsible Person for Implementation: Principal /

Chairperson: Mr Tugrul Usta Signature.

This Policy will be communicated to staff, parents, students and the wider community through newsletters,
assemblies, staff meetings, student and staff handbooks and the College website.

This Policy is reviewed as part of the College’s two-year policy review cycle.
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